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U. S. Foreign Trade Rises 
To New High Levels in "56 


U. S. foreign trade advanced to record levels in 
1956. Nonmilitary exports of merchandise increased to 
$17.3 billion, one-fifth more than in 1955, while imports 
rose 10 percent to $12.6 billion. 


These annual totals, released by the Bureau of the 
Census, include preliminary December ‘data for which 
commodity and country details ‘are not yet available. 
Major changes in the*composition and dir n of trade 
are noted here, however, on the basis of January-No- 
vember statistics. 

Agricultural exports as a whole expanded about 30 
percent from $3.2 billion in 1955. Wheat and flour ship- 
ments climbed approximately two-thirds from a 1955 
value of $480 million. Cotton rose about 50 percent, and 
vegetable fats and oils advanced by more than one-third. 
Fruit and dairy product exports also increased markedly, 
but sales of unmanufactured tobacco lagged behind 1955 
levels. 


Commercial exports 6f nonfarm products—$11.1 
billion in 1955—rose by about one-sixth. Coal and steel 
scrap shipments spurted upward by about 50 percent, 
and exports of iron and steel-mill products mounted 
about 20 percent, while exports of chemical products 
showed an advance of some 15 percent. 

Industrial Equipment Expands 

A jump of 50 percent also appeared in shipments of 
construction, excavating, and mining equipment from a 
1955 total of $0.5 billion, while shipments of other in- 
dustrial machinery expanded by approximately 20 per- 
cent from $1.1 billion in the preceding year. An expan- 
sion of 25 percent in exports of motortrucks was re- 
flected in an overall gain of nearly 10 percent for motor 
vehicles, parts, and accessories, as passenger car sales 
abroad lagged. Textile manufactures held close to the 
1955 level. 

The widest import gains were recorded in finished 
consumers’ and producers’ manufactures, which rose 
by one-fourth from the 1955 total of $2.6 billion. Imports 

(Continued on page 22) 











Secretary Weeks Praises ... 





American Business Press for Role 
In International Trade Promotion 


The American business press has created a new kind of 
ambassador corps for the promotion of international trade by 
donating thousands of U. S. trade publications for use by U. S. 
trade missions abroad, Secretary Weeks has stated. 


In a letter of thanks to the contributing publishers appear- 
ing in “New Horizons for Trade Publications,” a progress re- 
port to the publishing industry, he said that the commercial 
libraries donated by private enterprise have been “highlights 
of U. S. exhibits in every corner of the globe.” 


The Commerce Secretary added, “The far-reaching ef- 
fectiveness of the commercial libraries in introducing buyers 
and sellers, products and services around the world gives the 
Department and businessmen everywhere cause to be grateful, 
now and in years to come, for the publishing industry’s gen- 
erosity.” 


More than 30,000 copies of business publications—trade 
magazines, directories, catalogs, statistical and marketing 
studies, and other business reference works—have been sup- 
plied in the past 2 years to help American business executives 
in their:trade promotion work while serving on U. S. trade mis- 
sions, Loring K. Macy, Director of the Commerce Department’s 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, reported. 


Composed primarily of businessmen working with U. S. 
Government specialists, the 4- to 6-man trade missions are sta- 
tioned at U. S. trade information centers at international trade 
fairs, exchanging ideas and techniques on methods of doing 
business with businessmen from all parts of the world. 


Since President Eisenhower inaugurated the international 
trade fair program, these trade missions sent overseas by BFC 
have had the use of 32 complete commercial libraries in 23 
foreign countries. By July 1, 1957, 49 trade missions will have 
used 58 libraries in 35 countries in 2!4 years. 


Trade mission members in the past 2 years have consulted 
with businessmen in 280 foreign cities and have made more 
than 100,000 direct business contacts, according to the BFC 
Director. Through their work, hundreds of thousands of foreign 


(Continued on page 24) 





Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of worlg 
trade—from comprehensive economie 
and business data to details op 
export and import regulations—ig 
quickly and directly available to 
businessmen in their own localities 
through the 33 Field Offices of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 


Conveniently located in the busi. 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep abreast 
of developments in the United States 
and abroad. Aided by the current 
information and publications sent to 
them regularly from Washi 
they are well equipped to serve worlg 
traders in their communities, 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham. 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur 
nished with Department publications, 
and reference materials for use by 
businessmen. 


The addresses of the Department's 
Field Offices follow: 

Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 321, Post 
Office Bldg. : 
Atlanta 3, Ga., 604 Volunteer Bldg. @ 

Luckie St. NW. 
Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 
Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant 
Jasper Bldg., West End Broad &t. 
Cheyenne, ae 307 Federal Office Bldg. 

Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Offics 
and Courthouse. 
leveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
allas 1, Tex., Room 3-104, Merchandise 
Mart, 500 S. Ervay St. 
Denver 2, Cele., 142 New Customhouse, 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
Greensboro, N. C., Room 407, U. Post 
Office Bldg. 
Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1, Fia., 425 Federal Bl 
Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bi 
Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 
Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 
Miami 32, Fla., 300 NE. First Ave. 
Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolites 


Bidg. 

New Cetcans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave 

New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut 8. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

ag 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Court 
10use. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 19, Va., 1103 E. Main St. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal 

os Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. 


t. 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Cw» 
tomhouse. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 
For local telephone numbers 

U. 8. Government section of phone 
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Capital, Consumer Items in Good Demand 


Saar Has Prosperous Year; Output High 


A heavy demand for capital goods and high construction activity 
were dominant factors in the Saar’s expanding economy in 1956. 

Capital goods output increased by more than 10 percent and hous- 
ing construction maintained an annual rate of 10,000 units—approxi- 
mately 100 units per 1,000 population, the same rate as that in West 


Germany. 

Total industrial production increased, 
although not as rapidly as in the pre- 
ceding year. 

Stimulated by salary and wage in- 
creases, demand for consumer goods— 
particularly consumer durables—was 
strong and production rose 10 percent 
above that of 1955. Concern was ex- 
pressed over the possibility that un- 
certainties arising from the impending 
political transfer of the Saar to Ger- 
many on January 1, 1957, would cause 
a slowdown in consumer’ spending 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Jan. 7, p. 
7). Actually, the slowdown did not 
materialize and savings declined only 
slightly. 

This decline may have been due in part 
to purchases of German marks by Saar- 
landers, which nearly doubled in 1956, 
but hoarding was limited since only 800 
German marks, or about $190, per per- 
son could be purchased at the favor- 
able official rate. 

Shipments of industrial goods to 
France showed a substantial increase 
in 1956, contrary to forecasts. Of the 
total industrial sales amounting to 330 
billion francs, or about $943 million, 
one-third went to France and about 10 
percent to West Germany. Although 
exports to the Federal Republic did 
not show any sizable gain over those 
in 1955—reportedly because Saar prod- 
ucts have difficulty competing on a 
price basis in the German market— 
shipments to France were about 10 
percent higher. 


Coal Output Lags 

One of the principal causes of the 
decline in the growth rate of total 
production in the Saar area—from 9 
percent in 1955 to around 6 percent in 
1956—was the virtual stagnation in the 
rate of coal output at about 17.3 mil- 
lion metric tons a year. Some reports 
indicate that special technical and 
geological difficulties were encountered. 
Nevertheless, the Saar coal mines, 
despite continued efforts to modernize 
equipment and increase productivity, 
were able to match the performance of 
the neighboring Lorraine mines, which 
doubled their prewar production rate. 
_Lack of funds to finance moderniza- 
tion and development reportedly is one 
of the chief factors impeding increased 
Saar coal production. In connection 
With the return of the Saar to Ger- 
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many, the Federal Republic agreed to 
lend financial assistance to the Saar 
mines, which in the fiscal year 1957-58 
will amount to 100 million German 
marks, or about US$24 million. 


Heavy Industry Growth Slow 

The uncertain political situation and 
lack of capital funds also adversely af- 
fected energy production in the Saar. 
Until recently the mining district was 
not able to produce enough electricity 
to meet its own needs and was forced 
to import a part of its requirements. 
This difficulty now appears to be over- 
come, and enough electrical power 
probably will be produced to meet 
internal needs and to permit distribu- 
tion to neighboring areas. 


With full utilization of existing smelt- 
ing plant capacity, raw-steel production 
increased by 8 percent in 1956, to 3.4 
million metric tons, Nevertheless, the 
production rate in the iron and steel 
producing industry was not as great as 
in 1955 and was barely 30 percent above 
the prewar level. Rolling-mill output 
since World War II has risen by only 
20 percent and stands at 2.4 million 
metric tons. 

Postwar investment in the iron and 
steel producing industry is reported to 
have been not much more than neces- 
sary for replacement and moderniza- 
tion of facilities and is said to have 
reached only half the rate recom- 
mended for steel industries by the High 
Authority of the Coal and Steel Com- 
munity. Moreover, although the Saar 
industry is economically well situated 
with its own coal and close proximity 
to the Minette iron-ore deposits in Lor- 
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raine, it has no usable water route for 
transporting its products. The projected 
Moselle Canal, therefore, is looked upon 
with some _ apprehension, since it 
presumably will give the Lorraine steel 
industry a competitive advantage, 

Aside from coal mining and iron and 
steel production, the metal working 
industry, with annual sales of about 
$190 million, is the most important 
industrial sector in the Saar’s economy. 
Development of postwar production in 
this sector appears to have been favor- 
able, although the expansion has occur- 
red behind a high tariff wall and with 
the support of export subsidies. 

Even with the subsidies, however, 
the products apparently cannot compete 
in the German market, as evidenced by 
the small exports to the Federal 
Republic. This competitive weakness 

(Continued on page 6) 


British Guiana To Get Plant 
For Production of Alumina 


Construction will begin soon on a 
$34-million alumina-producing plant in 
British Guiana, which will have an an- 
nual alumina capacity of about 250,000 
short tons. 

The plant will be built by the 
Demerara Bauxite Co., Ltd, part of 
Canadian Aluminium, Ltd. group. 

Construction of the chemical plant, 
which annually will treat half a million 
tons of bauxite from the firm’s present 
mining installations, is expected to be 
completed in 30 months. The company 
mined about 3.1 million tons of crude 
bauxite in 1955. 

The new plant will be erected near 
Mackenzie, already a major bauxite 
center for the industry. The site is 
about 60 miles from the Atlantic Ocean, 
on the Demerara river, and {fs accessible 
to seagoing freighters. 

The plant cost includes plans for an 
integrated expansion of smelting facil- 
ities. An additional labor force of about 
700 persons is expected to be employed 
in the new unit. 

The agreement to be entered into 
between the Demerara Bauxite Co., Ltd., 
and the government of British Guiana 
provides for certain tax concessions for 
a 5-year period, customs-free entry of 
building materials and equipment, and 
guaranties for transfer of dividends and 
interest and repatriation of capital. 
Terms of the agreement are in accord- 
ance with provisions of British Guiana 
legislation designed to stimulate indus- 
trial growth in the Colony.—U. S. Con- 
sulate General, Montreal; U. S. Consu- 
late, Georgetown, B.G. 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





a 


Costa Rica Business Active; Reserves Rise 


Costa Rican business picked up noticeably with the approach of 
the Christmas season and when export of the 1956-57 coffee crop 
started, a reversal of the slow activity in the beginning of the fourth 


quarter. 


Official foreign exchange reserves totaled US$12.8 million on 


December 31, compared with US$11.7 
million on November 30 and US$10.2 
on October 31. They had declined 
steadily since March, and the year’s 
low of US$9.8 million was reached 
early in November. The upturn, as 
predicted, was in consequence of receipts 
from the 1956-57 coffee crop sales, 
which were expected to be US$44.1 
million. 


Circulating media continued to rise, 
reaching 339.3 million colones (5.615 
colones=US$1) as of November 30, 
from the low for the year of 318 mil- 
lion on August 31 but declined mod- 
erately in December to 335.1 million 
colones. Commercial bank deposits held 
at about the same level in the preced- 
ing months, 


Loans Taper Off 


Both commercial and Central Bank 
loans tapered off in December after 
increasing in the two preceding months, 
and amounted to 397.4 million colones 
and 114.4 million, respectively, on De- 
cember 31, compared with 402.3 million 
and 126.3 million colones on November 
30. These levels, however, represent 
considerable increases over those pre- 
vailing on December 31, 1955, when 
commercial bank loans were 357.6 mil- 
lion colones and those of the Central 
Bank, 99.1 million. 


The general downward trend of the 
cost-of-living index was reversed in the 
quarter, reaching 108.4 (1952—100) at 
the end of October, 108.8 as of Novem- 
ber 30, and settling to 108.2 at the 
year’s end, compared with the year’s 
low of 106.9 in August and September. 

The first of the 1956-57 coffee crop 
was exported in October; as of Decem- 
ber 15, a total of 262,142 quintals was 
sold—249,563- quintals for export (1 
quintal=102 pounds). Export sales in 
December averaged US$70.88 a quintal. 

Revised estimates of the 1956-57 crop 
now place it at 715,000 quintals—earlier 
at 800,000—substantially above last 
season's output of aproximately 550,000 
quintals, and not far under the record 
1954-55 crop of about 738,441 quintals. 
Meanwhile, preliminary figures indicate 
that 2,500 manzanas have been planted 
to the current cotton crop, predicted to 
total 18,000 quintals (1 manzana~1.73 
acres). 

The current rice crop is estimated 
to be the largest in the country’s his- 
tory—467,000 quintals. 

The possibility of increased produc- 
tion and exports of bee honey was fore- 
seen, an American firm reportedly pre- 


4 


pared to purchase 50,000 pounds a 
month, depending upon export condi- 
tions. According to the Ministry of 


Agriculture, honey production averages 
about 500,000 pounds, annually; ex- 
ports in 1955, principally to West Ger- 


many, amounted to about 492,000 
pounds, valued at US$48,764. 
Cattle Exports Rise 

Costa Rican cattle exports rose to 


15,000 head—from an export quota of 
19,000—compared with 8500 in 1955. 
Peru took almost 14,000 head. Regula- 
tions governing dairy cattle exports 
were promulgated in December, requir- 
ing export permits from the Ministry 
of Agriculture and stipulating that not 
more than 50 percent of the preceding 
year’s crop of pure-bred heifers could 
be exported in any given year. 


The Standard Fruit Co. started 
operations in Costa Rica following 
the satisfactory conclusion of a foreign 
exchange agreement with the Central 
Bank. The company plans to invest 
approximately US$8.2 million by 1961 
in about 5,000 acres of land and expects 
to produce at least 2 million stems of 
Giant Cavendish bananas a year. If 
progress is satisfactory with the orignal 





Korean Engineering 
Contract Signed 


Seven American firms will pro- 
vide overall management engi- 
neering services for Korean indus- 
trial development under the terms 
of a contract signed on behalf of 
the Republic of Korea, the U. S. 
Government, and the seven firms, 
the International Cooperation Ad- 
ministration (ICA) has an- 
nounced, 

Under the contract, involving 
$3.5 million from ICA funds for a 
2-year period, the engineers will 
-furnish comprehensive services 
and guidance to the Korean Gov- 
ernment and to ICA in trans- 
portation, mining, electric power, 
public works, telecommunications, 
and general industry. 

They will constitute a top engi- 
neering body qualified to furnish 
expert studies and investigations 
of engineering, construction, and 
initial operation of such projects 
when required. 











plantings, the company will purchase 
an additional 5,000 acres. 

Other significant agricultural develop. 
ments were: The announcement by the 
United Fruit Co, that abaca production, 
abandoned since May 1955, would be 
resumed in January 1957; and the eg. 
tablishment of a tobacco defense board 
to recommend to the National Produe. 
tion Board the production quotas to be 
assigned individual growers and prices 
to be paid for various qualities and types 
of tobacco raised. 

Bid specifications for petroleum ex. 
ploration and exploitation in various 
Costa Rican Provinces were prepared 
by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Industries; some 9 foreign companies, 
7 of them U. S., reportedly were jp- 
terested. Meanwhile, in December a 
project law to establish a basic petro- 
leum law was submitted to the Legis 
lative Assembly, providing among other 
things for the granting of 1- to 5-year 
exploration petmits; exploitation per. 
mits for 30 years; and royalties of no 
less than 40 percent of petroleum pro- 
duced to be paid by the concessionaire 
to the Government. 


1957 Budget Increased 

The 1957 ordinary budget, approved 
by the Legislative Assembly November 
30, was increased unexpectedly and 
may total 274.9 million colones, com- 
pared with the original proposal of 
273.3 million. The Central Bank refused 
to authorize 2 separate bond issues, 1 
for 15 million colones to cover the Ad 
ministration’s current revenue deficit, 
and the other for 20 million colones by 
the Banco Nacional de Costa Rica, on 
the grounds that they were inflationary, 

The Minister of Economy and Finance 
deposited 1.3 million colones with the 
Central Bank on November 16 to renew 
service on the English bonded debt. 

Government officials and representa 
tives of French banking and industrial 
interests discussed the possible invest- 
ment of US$30 million in various Costa 
Rican public works and development 
projects. The proposed loan would be 
applied in cases where French firms 
were successful bidders on various 
projects, and would be used to finance 
the export of French equipment and 
for local expenditures, reportedly up 
to 50 percent of the loan. 

The Costa Rican Electric Institute 
announced that actual investment if 
the Institute’s hydroelectric plant Wr 
der construction at La Garita had 
reached 40 million colones. That plant, 
scheduled for completion late this year, 
will cost an estimated 60 million 
colones. 

Fees for operators’ permits and regis 
tration of automobiles and other 
vehicles were increased substantially, 
effective November 20, most 

(Continued on page 22) 
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| India Receives IMF Aid 
Of $200 Million 


India has entered into an ex- 
change transaction and standby 
arrangement with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund in a total 
amount of $200 million. 

The exchange transaction pro- 
yides for the purchase of $127.5 
million from the Fund with Indian 
rupees. The Fund will transfer 
$60 million of this amount im- 
mediately and $67.5 million after 
30 days. The standby arrange- 
ment, which will become effective 
on the date of the second transfer, 
will permit India to purchase cur- 
rencies equivalent to an additional 
$72.5 million from the Fund dur- 
ing the following 12 months, 

India purchased a total of 
$99.98 million from the Fund in 
1948 and 1949 and since has made 
repurchases which restored the 
original position. 














Lebanon Approves Funds 


For Development Projects 


The Lebanese Chamber of Deputies 
voted L£28 million for development 
projects during the January 15 session 
(approximately L£3.19~US$1 at the 
free market rate). 

The proposed workers’ housing devel- 
opment was provided with L£6 million 
for site acquisition. This project dates 
back to 1942 and has been studied 
thoroughly by technical personnel, 

The Office of Reconstruction was 
established on April 5, 1956, for the 
reconstruction and restoration of all 
Lebanese cities and villages damaged 
or destroyed by the earthquake of 
March 1956, and it has expended L£20 
million, including $2 million of U. S. 
aid utilized to purchase building. mate- 
rials and equipment (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, June 18, p. 10). A further 
credit of L£10 million was approved 
for the Office of Reconstruction to cover 
operating costs and expenses in its first 
year, 

The Lebanese Chamber also voted 
L£12 million for the purchase of equip- 
ment required in their eletrification 
program.—_U, S. Embassy, Beirut. 


Argentina harvested about 262 million 
bushels of wheat in late 1956 and early 
1957, according to the second official 
estimate, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 

The figure is higher than was ex- 
pected on the basis of earlier reports 
of unfavorable weather and potential 
rust damage. 

The current estimate is well above 
average and about 36 percent above 
the 1955 harvest of 193 million bushels, 
though it is not up to the 1954 yield. 


February 18. 1957 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Oil Purchasing Strains Sterling 
Area Gold and Dollar Reserves 


Heavy dollar payments for oil shipments to the United Kingdom 
in the wake of the Suez crisis were a major factor in the $49-million 
drop in sterling area gold and dollar reserves in January. 

At the end of the month, these reserves, which Britain holds as 
the banker for the sterling area, totaled $2,084 million. 


Actually, $33 million was paid from 
the reserves in January to settle the 
sterling area’s payments deficit with 


the United States and other dollar 
countries. These payments were offset 
to the extent of $4 million received by 
the United Kingdom under U. S. aid 
programs. 


Another $20 million was paid to the 
European Payments Union (EPU), the 
clearing house for financial transactions 
between the Western European coun- 
tries. Of this amount, $17 million was 
paid by the United Kingdom on ac- 
count of the sterling area’s December 
payments deficit with Western Europe; 
$3 million, as special settlements to 
individual creditor countries in this 


group. 


Despite the substantial loss of reserves 
in Januery, British Treasury officials 
reportedly are encouraged by the pros- 
pects for sterling. 


U. K. Surplus Improves 

The United Kingdom's £9-million 
surplus with the EPU for January, the 
first since last June, is the reason for 
this optimism. Under the EPU system 
three quarters of this surplus will be 
settled in gold or dollars, the rest will 
go to reduce the United Kingdom's 
cumulative debt to the other member 
countries. The $19 million which there- 
fore will be paid in gold and dollars to 
United Kingdom by the EPU in mid- 
February will be a welcome addition 
to the reserves. 


British officials also appear to view 
this development as proof that specula- 
tion against sterling, which was re- 
flected in the size of the United King- 
dom’s EPU deficit since the Suez 
crisis, has been halted. This renewed 
confidence in sterling is attributed to 
the vigor with which Britain has taken 
steps to support the pound sterling. 


In addition to the approximately 
$562 million already purchased by the 
United Kingdom for sterling from the 
International Monetary Fund, over $738 
million more of fund member cur- 
rencies is still available to Britain on 
a standby basis for use at any time 
in 1957 (see Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, Jan. 7, p. 4). Moreover, final details 
are being worked out between the 
British Treasury and the  Export- 
Import Bank of Washington on a $500- 
million line of credit, which the Bank 
is prepared to make available to finance 





British purchases of U. 8. oil and other 
American products and services, 

These reinforcements for the re- 
serves, United Kingdom observers be- 
lieve, have halted the post-Suez run on 
sterling and cut down costly dollar 
operations by the British Treasury to 
support the ‘official and transferable 
account sterling rates of exchange 
abroad, 


ICA Assists Jordan 
In Oil Exploration 


A guaranty covering an estimated 
$6-million investment in oil exploration 
in Jordan has been issued, according to 
the International Cooperation Adminis- 
tration (ICA). 

The agreement with Jordan gives 
rights to explore and drill for petro- 
leum, natural gas, and other hydro- 
carbons in an area comprising one- 
third of the 37,000 square miles ip that 
country. 

The guaranty is the first such ICA 
contract to cover an investment in 
Jordan since that kingdom agreed on 
September 24 to cooperate in the U. S. 
Investment Guaranty Program, It is 
also the first such contract made to 
protect a U. S. investment in a project 
abroad for petroleum exploration and 
drilling. 

The guaranty insurance provides re- 
imbursement for financial loss suf- 
fered if the investment in Jordan 
should be expropriated. The maximum 
reimbursement is fixed at $1.5 million 
the first year of the guaranty contract, 
$3 million the second year, and $6 mil- 
lion from the third year through the 
twentieth year. The maximum limits 
represent cumulative totals of invest- 
ment planned over a 3-year period end- 
ing December 31, 1959. 


Other Resources Developed 


Jordan is developing other natural 
resources under a 5-year economic plan 
ending in 1958. Production of phos- 
phate rock in 1955 was more than four 
times the 1953 output, and exports ex- 
panded by an even greater ratio, ac- 
counting for almost one-quarter of the 
value of Jordan’s total exports. 

The principal Arab countries have 
concluded an agreement whereby each 
country will purchase shares in a com- 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Honduran National Product Rises 


The Honduran gross national product increased by an estimated 
8 percent in 1956 over that in 1955, in terms of 1948 prices—the first 
increase in the real product since 1952. 

Real per capita production increased 4.5 percent over that in 1955 
but remained 4 percent below the 1953 level. 


Banana exports for 1956 are expected 
to reach at least 12.5 million stems, 
60 percent greater than in 1955, and 
higher than the record peak of 12.4 
million stems in 1953. 

Provisional data for 1956 indicate 
that total exports in 1956 amounted 
to over $68 million, an increase of more 
than $16 million over 1955, and imports 
were about $54 million as against $56 
million in 1955. Despite the trade sur- 
plus of nearly $15 million, the current 
account showed a deficit of $6 million. 

Heavy payments to the fruit com- 
panies were the principal cause of this 
exchange outflow. An inflow of over $6 
million in private long-term capital was 
the chief offsetting factor in the capital 
account. International reserves were 
$10.3 million on October 31, compared 
with $12.6 million on June 30 and $10.7 
million on December 31, 1955. 

Budgetary Changes Made 

Budgetary and public debt reforms 
and a tight credit policy buoyed con- 
fidence in Honduras in the final 2 
months of 1956. Although the reforms 
effected were not as complete as had 
been hoped, a resurgence of consumer 
purchases and business investment re- 
flected the return of confidence in busi- 
néss and financial circles. 

The military junta, which took control 
on October 21, 1956, was faced with an 
operating deficit of $4 million accrued 
since the beginning of the fiscal year 
on July 1. Half of this amount was in 
short-term Treasury paper issued in 
August and September and the rest in 
past-due accounts payable. Therefore, 
the new authorities determined to con- 
solidate these debts and shift the budget 
to a calendar-year basis. A $2 million 
bond issue is to mature in 10 years, with 
interest at 4 percent a year, and will 
be sold to Honduran financial institu- 
tions. One-half is to be absorbed in the 
1957 budget, and a $1-million bond issue 
maturing in 10 years is to be sold to 
the public at 6 percent interest. 

The adopted 1957 budget amounts to 
nearly $43 million, of which $6.2 million 
is to be borrowed abroad and $2.3 mil- 
lion borrowed internally. Preliminary 
proposals of the National Economic 
Council called for the 1957 budget to 
be balanced at about $39 million, com- 
pared with the $39 million as budgeted 
for the fiscal year 1956-57, $33 million 
estimated expenditures in 1955-56, and 
$31 million actual expenditures in 
1954-55. 

Compared with the 1956-57 budget, 
the 1957 budget reflects the inability of 
the governing junta to make any sub- 
stantial cuts in administrative expenses 


6 





—except in the Ministry of Govern- 
ment, which was cut back about 22 per- 
cent. About 78 percent of the increase 
was allotted to the Ministry of Develop- 
ment, which is directly responsible for 
the maintenance and construction of 
highways and public works. 


Bank Loans, Discounts Up 


Outstanding bank loans and dis- 
counts on October 31 totaled $25 mil- 
lion, compared with $24 million on 
June 30, and $23 million on December 
31, 1955. Bank credit continued to ex- 
pand in November and December, but 
the expansion was generated chiefly by 
the private sector rather than by the 
Government, as in preceding months. 
Credit was drawn upon to replenish 
inventories that had been depleted dur- 
ing the prior political uncertainty and 
that would be needed for the Christmas 
season; speculative imports, in anticipa- 
tion of tariff changes, were financed 
also through bank credit (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Jan. 14, 1957, p. 6). 


To bring credit expansion under 
control, the Central Bank wiped out 
1.25 million lempiras (2 lempiras= 
US$1) of unused credit by freezing 
authorized advances and rediscounts of 
the banking system at the level on 
November 30, 1956; requested banks in 
granting credit to give preference to 
productive enterprise; and recommended 
raising interest rates. A credit extension 
was authorized to banks for financing 
the coffee market; this credit, however, 
may be used only between February 1 
and June 30, 1957.—U. S. Embassy, 
Tegucigalpa. 


CLE PRL IOL GLE SORE: LORE LAD: OLE LTS Hy, 


——— 


Syrian Holdings of 
Exchange at Peak 


Syria’s foreign exchange holdings {n. 
creased to the equivalent of S£2179 
million on December 31, S£24 million 
above the highest level, the Minister 
of Finance has announced (S£3.58— 
approximately US$1 at the free market 
rate). 

The Minister stated further: 


@ The Government is not consider. 
ing the devaluation of the Syrian cur. 
rency but its main principles and goals 
are price stability, support of the cur. 
rency, and the possibility of its free 
conversion to all kinds of foreign ex 
change. 

@ The Government's policy is based 
on the development of domestic indus- 
try, the improvement of agriculture and 
trade, and the encouragement of for- 
eign capital to invest in Syria. 

@ The Government will reconsider 
the financial laws, study carefully the 
State’s budget, and work for the avoid- 
ance of all financial burdens that may 
hinder the development of Syria’s na- 
tional economy. It will also adopt all 
measures to encourage the import of 
capital and their exploitation in Syria, 

@ He supports the proposal of the 
Council of Money and Credit to rein- 
stitute the exchange regulations in 
effect before the Suez crisis to meet 
import and other legal needs of all 
kinds of foreign.exchange and to re 
scind the restriction orders passed since 
that time. The Central Bank already 
has started to apply this proposal— 
U. S. Embassy, Damascus. 





Saar Has... 
(Continued from page 3) 


vis-a-vis the German industry may 
cause serious adjustment problems 
when economic integration of the Saar- 
land with Federal Republic takes place. 
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investment in JAPAN 


Sold by U. 8S. Department of Commerce Field Offices, and by the 
Superintendent of Documents, U. 8. Government Printing Office, 


Washington 25, D. 0. 


a BFC handbook for U. $. businessmen ... covering the climate for 
foreign investment in Japan .. . economic conditions . . . resources 
and industry ... transportation and communications . . . finance . «» 
foreign trade and commercial policy... trade and exchange controls 
. « » business policy, organization, management .. . taxation . . . labor 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Free Trade Zone Opens India Cuts Import of Capital Goods 


The Indian Government has established new measures to curtail 
import of capital goods by assigning priority to items required to main- 


At Innsbruck, Austria 


The new Austrian free trade zone 
near Innsbruck is treated as lying out- 
side the Austrian customs area, pur- 
suant to the new Austrian customs law, 
paragraph 173. 

Foreign goods may therefore be 
stored, repacked, remarked, assembled, 

sed, or used in further manu- 
facture in the zone without being sub- 
ject to duty, and sales consummated 
within the zone are not subject to the 
Austrian sales tax. 

On the other hand, foreign capital 
goods intended for use in the zone and 
foreign goods intended for consumption 
there are subject to duty payment. 
Goods manufactured in the free zone 
incorprating materials of foreign origin 
are subject upon import into Austria 
only to duty rates applicable to the 
foreign components in the form in 
which they enter the free zone. 


Work on the zone was far enough 
along by the end of last year to permit 
operations to begin. Aside from the 
extensive warehouse and loading facili- 
ties already available or under con- 
struction, plans call for the building of 
a large refrigeration plant which is 
expected to attract food-processing in- 
dustries. 

Located on the main east-west rail 
and highway route—Arlberg-Innsbruck- 
Salzberg-Linz-Vienna—the zone is ex- 
pected to provide a welcome stimulant 
to trade. 





Latin American Countries 
Draw Up Alimentary Code 


The Latin American Commission for 
an Alimentary Code will presen+ to the 
seventh Latin-American Congress of 
Chemistry scheduled to assemble in 
Mexico City in 1959 a pure food code 
which it is drawing up for adoption by 
all the Latin American Republics. 

The Commission was created to draw 
up the code by the sixth Congress of 
Chemistry assembled in Caracas, Vene- 
zuela, in 1955. 

About half the Latin American Re- 
publics have appointed their members 
to the Commission, which is to be com- 
posed of one member from each country, 
including Puerto Rico, and is to sit in 
Buenos Aires. Dr. Carlos A. Grau, an 
Argentinean, author of the Bromatolog- 
ical Code of the Province of Buenos 
Aires drawn up in 1938, was appointed 
chairman. 

The proposed code could be of consid- 
erable importance to U. S. exporters of 
foodstuffs, food preparations, beverages, 
and other foods.—Final Act, Sixth Latin 
American Congress of Chemistry. 


February 18, 1957 


tain the economy’s present level. 


New development projects will take second place in a consideration 
of import license applications, as the amount of foreign exchange avail- 


able for such projects is fixed at a “very 
low figure.” 

In announcing the new regulations, 
the Ministry of Heavy Industries cited 
the serious decline in India’s foreign 
exchange reserves as the reason for the 
planned curtailment in oversea expendi- 
tures. 

The Government has suggested four 
methods that Indian businessmen might 
employ to conserve foreign exchange in 
imports of capital goods: 

@ Procure foreign capital investment 
to cover the value of imported ma- 
chinery. 

@ Procure from oversea suppliers 
long-term credit of at least 7 years with 
an initial downpayment of no more than 
20 percent. 

@ For essential products, now being 
imported, procure credit postponing pay- 
ments until the plant is in production. 

@ Procure credit in appropriate cur- 
rencies from lending institutions in vari- 
ous foreign countries. 

Applications for import licenses out- 
side the four categories will be consid- 
ered only if the Indian Government is 
satisfied that the foreign exchange ex- 
penditure will result in increased pro- 
duction which will augment India’s ex- 
port earnings. 

Two other criteria to be used in con- 
sidering applications for import licenses 
were cited—whether the raw materials 
used in products of a plant employing 
imported machinery are available do- 
mestically or whether they must be im- 





Cambodia Defers Import 
License Issuance 


Following Cambodia’s institu- 
tion of new import regulations, 
issuance of import licenses has 
been deferred temporarily. 

Although the duration of the 
postponement is not known, the 
Government already has requested 
importers to submit for verification 
applications for import licenses 
under the revised procedures. 

A special screening committee 
has been formed to review appli- 
cations to determine their accu- 
racy. 

The new licensing system went 
into effect on January 21 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Feb. 11, 1957, 
p. 10).—U., S.. Embassy, Phnom 
Penh. 














ported, and the time involved before the 
development project will be completed 
and can earn or save foreign exchange 
for India. 


The new policy applies to capital 
goods licenses not utilized before-Jan- 
uary 1, 1957, and will remain in force 
until June 30, At that time the situation 
will be reevaluated in the context of the 
Indian import policy for the last half of 
the year. 





Saarland — to 


German Trade Code 


A new law passed by the Saar-Lantag 
amending and rescinding certaim exist- 
ing legislation has brought into force in 
the Saarland the 1953 amendment to 
the German commercial code dealing 
with trade agents. 


Passage of the measure and a previous 
law concerning the mercantile character 
of -artisans substantially completes the 
Saarland’s adjustment to the German 
commercial code. An exception is the 
provision for the use of French francs 
in financial statements. This provision 
will remain until a final financial settle- 
ment with France takes place at the 
end of the so-called transition period in 
the gradual economic integration of the 
Saarland with the Federal Republic 
(Foreign Commerce, Jan. 7, 1957, p. 7). 

Also, until the end of that period, for 
the purposes of the Law Concerning 
Stock Corporations and Limited Part- 
nerships and the Law Concerning Lim- 
ited Liability Companies, 1 German 
mark will be considered the equivalent 
of 100 francs. A minor deviation from 
the German corporation law sets the 
minimum denomination for a_ stock 
share at 5,000 francs, rather than 10,000 
francs, which would result from a con- 
version of the mark at the 1:100 ratio. 

Paragraph 86 of the Law Concerning 
Stock Corporations and Limited Part- 
nerships in the form in which it applies 
in the Saarland will be modified so as 
to be in line with the German codeter- 
mination law covering labor representa- 
tion and participation in business man- 
agement. 





Shipments of New Zealand wool to 
the U.S.S.R, totaled 344,000 pounds in 
the third quarter af 1956, compared 
with 202,000 pounds shipped in the 
like quarter of 1955, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports, 
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Syria Increases Number of Duties 


Syrian customs duties have been simplified and considerable in- 
creases in rates provided for a number of items. 

The new duties will be calculated at the free-market currency 
rate, currently S£3.58 to the dollar, instead of at the official exchange 
rate of S£2.20 to the dollar, which was the forn mer basis for dev ying 


tariffs. 


Of the 180 tariff changes, established 
by a Customs High Council decision 


issued on December 18, 1956, 60 changes 
representing increases in duties which 
will significantly affect commodities im- 
ported from the United States are here 
listed. 


Syrian tariff items affected; their 
new duties, in Syrian currency per unit 
specified and/or percent ad valorem; 
and former rates, shown in parentheses, 
are as follows (1 Syrian pound of 100 
piasters = approximately US$0.28 at free- 
market rate): 


293 a-3. Feature cinematographic films, per 
net kilogram: 7,500 piasters (5,000 piasters). 
294. Photographic films, celluloid plates, 
and similar articles: 25 per cent ( per- 
cent). 

295. Other photographic plates of metal, 
giass, etc., sensitized for photography: 25 
| ae (26 percent). 


296. Photographic papers and cards: 25 per- 
cent (20 percent). 

$21. Clothes-washing preparations, in pow- 
der, whether or not containing soap: 65 
percent (25 percent). 


372 b. Plates, sheets, and bands of vulcan- 
ized rubber of 3 millimeters thickness or 
more, per net kilogram: 400 piasters, but not 
less than 75 percent (50 percent). 


375 c. Tires and tubes for motor transport 
vehicles, per net kilogram: 125 pilasters (100 
piasters). 

377 a. Rubber soles and heels: 75 percent 
(50 percent); b, other rubber manufactures, 
40 percent (25 percent). 

673 b. Glass chandeliers and glass parts 
other than bulbs and lamp globes: 75 per- 
cent (60 percent). 


675. Blown or pressed glassware, n. e. 1.: 
a, Hollow ware of glass or crystal for tabie 
or toilet use, house furnishings and decora- 
tions, desks: 75 percent (60 percent); b, other 
crystal goods, percent (60 percent). 

72 a. Wire Saiting. lattice work, and 
trellis of iron and steel wire: 40 percent 
(25 percent). 


735 a, b. Stoves, kitchen stoves and ovens, 
other than electric, and parts thereof, of cast 
fron, iron, steel, or malleable cast iron, 
whether or not combined with other mate- 
rials: 75 percent (40 percent). 

736. Steam boilers and parts for central 
heating: 75 percent (50 percent). 

737. Radiators and accessories for central 
heating: 75 percent (50 percent). 

738. Safes of all kinds, reinforced doors, 
and compartments for bank strong rooms; 
safety caskets and boxes of iron, cast iron, 
or steel: 60 percent (25 percent). 

739. Steel, iron, and cast-iron furniture: 
75 percent (50 percent). 

740. Steel or iron kitchenware, tableware, 
and sanitary articles: 40 percent (25 percent). 

768. Copper kitchenware and tableware: 40 
percent ( percent) 

782. Aluminum kitchenware and tableware: 
40 percent (25 percent). 

802 a. Table knives of common metals: 40 
percent (25 percent); b, table knives of com- 
mon metals, silver-plated or plated with 
precious me : 60 percent: (40 percent). 

803. Kitchen knives, and knives for pro- 
fessionals or craftsmen, nonfolding: 40 per- 
cent (25 percent). 

804. Pocketknives, folding, 40 percent (25 
percent). 

812. igntng apparatus, lampware, chande- 
liers, a luster-makers’ wares, and parts, 


manufactured from common metals: 
cent (60 percent). 

$23 b. Automobile and tractor engines, per 
net kilogram: 50 piasters (30 piasters), duty 
not less than 40 percent (25 percent). 

839. Refrigerators for home use: 75 percent 
(55 percent). 839, bis. Air conditioning units 
for other than industrial use: 75 percent (40 
percent). 

845 bis. Washing, drying, and rinsing ma- 
chines for home ase: 75 percent (50 percent). 


850. Dishwashing or drying machines for 
home use: 75 percent (50 percent). 

851. Weighing _ except nonpre- 
cision: 40 percent (25 percent). 

852. Typewriters: 25 percent (20 percent). 


853. Calculating machines and cash regis- 
ters: 25 percent (20 percent). 


860 a. Electric pocket flashlights: 75 per- 
cent (40 percent); b, other electric flash- 
lights: 75 percent (25 percent). 

861. Electric batteries and plates: 
cent (25 percent). 


862. Small electromechanical tools and elec- 
tromechanical apparatus n. e. 1., not exceed- 
ing 15 kilograms in weight: a, for home use: 
50 percent (25 percent); b, for other uses, 25 
percent (same). 

§63. Electric lights and appliances for 
starting, lighting, and signaling. for motor 
vehicles and bicycles: 40 percent (25 percent). 

865 ¢. Electrothermic equipment for non- 
industrial use: 50 percent (25 percent). 

866. Electric bulbs, neon included: 40 per- 
cent (25 percent). 

890 a. b, c. Passenger cars, per net kilo- 

am; 200 piasters (same), plus 30 percent; 

-2 trucks surmounted with cranes; winches; 
and drilling, excavating, loading, or unload- 
ing machines: 25 percent (10 percent). 

891. Passenger-car chasis, per net kilo- 
gram: 100 piasters (8.4 piasters). 

893. Detached parts and pieces of motor 
vehicles and tractors, whether or not in 
rough state, n. e. i.: 40 percent (25 percent). 

894. Motorcycles, motorbicycles, and side- 
cars: 50 percent (25 percent). . 

895. Bicycles: 50 percent (25 percent). 

896. Bicycle and motorcycle spare parts: 60 
percent (25 percent). 

910. Eyeglasses, sunglasses, and mountings: 
25 percent (15 percent). 

934. Clocks, whether electric or not, includ- 
ing alarm clocks: 40 percent (25 percent). 

943. Gramaphones and similar machines and 
spare parts 75 percent (60 percent). 

965 a.~ Clothing manufactured from cellu- 
loids and other plastic materials: 75 percent 
a percent); b, other items manufactured 
roin celluloids and other plastics, 40 percent 
(25 percent). 


966 a. Clothing manufactured from plastics 
of casein, gelatin, and starch base: 75 per- 
cent (40 percent); b, other items manufac- 
tured from plastics of casein, gelatin, and 
starch base: 40 percent (25 percent). 

967. Artificial plastic materials with a base 
of phenol, urea, phthalic acid: a. Clothing, 
suitcases, and satchels, manufactured from: 
75 percent (40 percent); c. other items manu- 
factured from: 40 percent (25 percent). 


—U. S. Embassy, Damascus. 


75 per- 


75 per- 





Syria Bans Expoyst of Meat 


Export from Syria of all meat and 
meat products except sausage casings is 
now prohibited. 

This action was taken by Syrian Min- 
istry of National Economy decree No. 
26 of January 14.—U. S. Embassy, Da- 
mascus. 





Honduras Repeals!mport 
Duty Reductions 


Changes in Honduran import 
duties on many fabrics that were 
to go into effect on January 14 
have been repealed. 

This action, taken by decree No, 
31, effective January 12, reinstates 
the duties formerly applicable to 
the various fabrics. 

These changes, along with 
changes in duties on many other 
commodities, were announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Jan- 
uary 14, 1957, page 6. Tariff classi- 
fications for which the announced 
changes are nullified are all those 
beginning with Nos. 652 and 653, 

Other announced changes con- 
tinue in effect as published.—La 
Gaceta. 











Guatemala Sets Quota 
For Import of Flour 


The Guatemalan quota for import of 
hard wheat flour for February and 
March is fixed at 65,001 quintals (1 quin- 
tal=101.43 pounds). 


Imports under this quota, established 
by the Ministry of Economy on January 
17, are chargeable to Guatemala’s quota 
under the International Wheat Agree 
ment and are to be distributed as fol 
lows, in quintals: To commercial bakers, 
33,951; commercial importers, 25,044; 
and Production Development Institute, 
6,006. 

All shipments must be certified by the 
sanitary authorities of the exporting 
country as having a minimum protein 
content of 13.6 percent, maximum moig- 
ture content of 14 percent, and maxi 
mum ash content of 0.47 percent, 

The Guatemalan flour import quota 
for December and January was al 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
December 17, 1956, page 8.—U. S. Emr 
bassy, Guatemala. 





India Proposes Shipping 
Agreement With Italy 


India is negotiating a bilateral ship 
ping agreement with Italy in order 
secure its assistance in shipbuilding, the 
Indian Ambassador to Italy reports. 

Under the proposed arrangements, 
Italy would provide adequate shipbuilé 
ing space in its shipyards for Indian 
orders. 

India has placed an order for a 6,000 
gross-ton freighter with the Apuania 
Shipyard in Italy. The vessel, estimated 
to cost 16 million rupees, or US$3.3 mil- 
lion, is due for delivery to the Westem 
Shipping Corporation, an Indian com 
pany, toward the end of 1959.—U, & 
Embassy, New Delhi. 
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lebanon Sets Coloring 


Material Regulations 


New requirements have been estab- 
fished in Lebanon for the packaging 
and labeling of food and beverage color- 
ing materials imported and sold in the 
country. 

Packing methods are prescribed and 
the materials will be subject to cus- 
toms clearance by the Lebanese Min- 
istry of National Economy’s Office for 
Protection of Consumers. 

The new regulations, set forth in 
Ministry Communique No. 1829 issued 
on December 12, 1956, is as follows in 
ynofficial translation: 

The Ministry of National Economy informs 
importers and sellers of materials used for 
coloring foodstuffs, sirups, and beverages 


that they must comply with the following 
instructions: 


1. Coloring materials should be packed in 
gmall containers which shall not contain more 
than 5 kilograms, and which are sealed in 
such a way that the containers cannot be 
used after they have been emptied. 

2 The inside of the containers should «be 
coated to prevent contamination 

3. Each container should bear a label show- 
ing chemical name of the product and name 
of producer. 

4. Each container should bear a label show- 
ing that the product which it contains is 


made especially for coloring of beverages, 
sirups, and foodstuffs: that it is not detri- 
mental to public health; and that its use is 
permitted in country of origin. 

5. These materials must be imported and 
sold in containers sealed in country of origin. 
6. Materials for coloring of sirups, bever- 


ages, and foodstuffs will be subject to clear- 
ance by the Office for Protection of Con- 
sumers. 


The Ministry will not permit clearance 
from customs of products which do not com- 
ply with these regulations. Violations de- 
tected in the market will subject the offenders 
to penalties as provided by the law. 

The sixth paragraph of the com- 
munique was prompted by importers’ 
and sellers’ abuses of coloring mate- 
rials. In particular, coloring materials 
suitable only for nonfood or nondrink 
purposes appear to have been imported 
in large containers for subsequent re- 
packing and local sale for use in color- 
ing items intended for human consump- 
tion. 

It is believed that imports of these 
materials from the United States would 
not be rejected because of the strict 
Standards observed in that country 
under its Federal Food, Drug, and Cos- 
metic Act and General Regulations for 
Its Enforcement, and its Coal-Tar Color 
Regulations.—U. S. Embassy, Beirut. 


Guatemala Bans Import of 
Butter for 6-Month Period 


Import of butter into Guatemala is 
prohibited for a 6-month period begun 
on January 18 

This action was taken by the Ministry 
of Economy, reportedly because stocks 
on hand, supplemented by local produc- 
tion, were considered adequate to meet 
domestic reqiurements for this period. 
—U, S. Embassy, Guatemala City. 


February 18, 1957 


Peru Extends Duty Exemptions to All 
Essential Medical Supplies and Equipment 


All essential medical and surgical equipment and supplies imported 
into Peru will be exempt from payment of all import duties and addi- 
tional surcharges except the 6.667 percent ad valorem consular fee, and 
no prior authorization will be required for such imports. 

The new exemptions, granted by a Government decree, mainly as 


a result of protests by local importers, 
amends a decree of October 17, 1956, 
exemption from payment of import 
duties and surcharges medical and sur- 
gical equipment and supplies imported 
by and for the exclusive use of hospi- 
tals, clinics, and medical centers (For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Dec. 3, 1956, 
p. 11). 

Equipment, instruments, materials, 
and supplies exempted and their Peru- 
vian tariff numbers are the following: 

814. Prepared reagents for exclusive use in 
ehemical and bacteriological laboratories. 

1129. Rubber icebags, whether or not cove 
ered with other material. 

1136. Miscellaneous rubber goods for sure 

ical uses, such as catheters, probes, drains, 

ilators, and tourniquets. 

1796. Rubber gloves for surgeons. 

2513. Tables for surgical operations, com- 
plete or incomplete. 

Ex. 2517. Armchairs for dentists. 

2912. Electric stills. 

2920. Electric apparatus for dentists’ use. 


2921. X-ray apparatus, fluoroscopic screens, 
Giathermic apparatus, electrocardiographs, 
yap lamps, and other similar apparatus, 
or medical and therapeutic uses; also their 
spare parts and accessories not especially 
mentioned. 

2922. Bulbs or tubes for apparatus covered 
in the preceding tariff classification. 

3126. Observation instruments in general, 
such as microscopes, and their spare parts; 
microtomes, filters, special illuminators, etc., 
ultramicroscopes, hematimeters, and other 
apparatus for examination of blood; appara- 
tus for examination of colloids and other 
similar items, not specified. 

3129. Needles for ~ ‘cas syringes and 
for sutures in general. 


Ex. 3131. Catgut, wormgut, and materials 
of any kind for sutures and ligatures, in 





Nicaragua Eases Deposit 
For Petroleum Imports 


Gasoline, including aviation gas, kero- 
sene, diesel oil, lubricating oils and 
greases, and Stoddard solvent have been 
removed from Nicaragua’s import list 
III, for which a prior deposit of 100 per- 
cent of the c.if. value of the goods is 
required as a prerequisite to obtaining 
an import license, and placed in newly 
created list A, for which the prior de- 
posit required is 75 percent. 

This action, authorized by decree No. 
25, published and effective January 17, 
is provisional pending a general revision 
of the lists or categories into which im- 
ports are classified for purposes of the 
prior deposit system.—U. S. Embassy, 
Managua. 

Other recent measures taken by Nic- 
aragua under its Foreign Exchange Law 
were announced in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, November 26, page 8; October 
22, 1956, page 9; August 27, 1956, page 
8; and July 30, 1956, page 7. 





tubes, flasks, or boxes, containing each from 
1 to 100 units. 


3132. False teeth of any material, with or 
without gums. 

$134. Sterilizers and autoclaves of any kind. 

3136. Instruments and apparatus not specif- 
ically mentioned for surgery, medicine, 
odontology, and veterinary medicine, loose 


‘or in boxes, 


3138. Metal or glass syringes other than 
hypodermic. 


3139. Hypodermic syringes in general, with 
or without case or box, whether or not with 
needles and spare parts. 


3141. Orthopedic limbs and apparatus, 
whether articulated or not, for correcting or 
substituting parts of the human body. 

3142. Artificial eyes of any material. 

$144. Clinical thermometers. 

3455. Films in sheets or rolls for X-ray use 
exclusively, unexposed. 


—U. S. Embassy, Lima. 


National Fuel Agency 
Established in Spain — 


A National Fuel Commission has been 
established by the Spanish Government. 
The purpose of the Commission is to— 


@ Study and propose measures to be 
taken to effect the most economical 
production, purchase, and use of fuels. 

@ Devise ways and means of reducing 
the need for importing fuel. 


@ Analyze fuel requirements, estab- 
lish import needs, and regulate procure- 
ment so as to obtain fuel at the most 
economical price. 

@ Control and regulate use of fuel so 
as to obtain the greatest benefit for 
the economy as a whole. 

The establishment of the Commis- 
sion, under a decree of February 18, 
can be of considerable importance to 
the Spanish economy if the regulattons 
to be established are equitable to all 
and that the Commission’s decisions are 
based on adequate studies. 


Spain's fuel requirements are one of 
its principal problems. Because of the 
need for additional thermal electric 
power with provision for dual firing 
facilities, for both coal and fuel oil, 
together with the expanding industrial 
sector of the national economy, the 
question of adequate supplies of both 
coal and fuel oil is becoming more acute 
daily. 

The Commission apparently was 
established because of the crude oil 
supply crisis arising from the closing 
of the Suez Canal, as well as because 
production of solid fuels in Spain is not 
sufficient to satisfy the demand. 
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Refrigerator Cars, Tree Sprayers, 
Pipe, Other Items Needed Overseas 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data 
are available for review on loan from the Tr ade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Burma 


Plant and equipment for the.Kalewa 
coal-mine project, eventually to produce 
1,000 tons a day; bids invited until 
February 28 by the Accounts Assistant, 
Mineral Resources Development Corp., 
No. 243/251 36th Street, Rangoon.* 


Egypt 


Aluminum lithographic printing 
plates; bids invited until February 23 
by the Surveyor General, Survey De- 
partment, Giza (Orman), Egypt, ac- 
companied by a provisional deposit of 
2 percent of the value of the contract.* 


Greece 


Tabulating cards, 8 million; bids 
invited until March 7 by the Institute 
of Social Insurance, 4 Kapodistriou 
Street, Athens, No. 5837.* 

Motor-driven tree sprayers with rub- 
ber hose, 500; bids invited until March 
20 by the Agricultural Bank of Greece, 


Permanent Supplies Committee, 23 
Venizelos Street, Athens.* 
India 


Supply of 150-ton turbine room travel- 
ing crane for the DVC Durgapur ther- 
mal station at Oyaria; bids invited until 
March 14 by the controller of Purchase 
and Stores, Damodar Valley Corpora- 
tion, Anderson House, Alipore, Calcut- 
ta. A set of documents may be pur- 
chased from that authority for 50 
rupees (1 rupee=US$0.21) a set.* 

Supply of automotive spares, tender 
No. CY-1482; bids invited until March 
5 by the India Supply Mission, 2536 
Massachusetts Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton, D..C. Tenders, containing detailed 


specifications, may be obtained from 
the India Supply Mission. 
Iran 


Metal roof trusses for warehouses 
and garages for railroad cars and 
coaches, total estimated value 500 mil- 
lion rials or about $200,000, to be 
delivered c. and f. Khorramshahr; bids 
invited until March 12 by the State 
Railways Disbursement Office, Tehran, 
accompanied by a deposit of 5 percent 
of the total amount bid. Interested 
firms may purchase copies of the 
specifications by sending 500 rials— 


about $6.50—to the U. 
Tehran. 
Morocco 

Cast-iron pipe, 3,150 meters, 202 
coupling pieces, and 12 valves; bids 
invited until March 15 by M. L’Ingen- 
ieur de la Regie des Services de 1’Eau 
et de 1’Electricite, rue Foucauld 839, 
Tangier, accompanied by a provisional] 
guaranty of 200,000 Moroccan francs 
(417 Moroccan francs=US$1 on Jan. 
28, 1957).* 
New Zealand 

Refrigerator cars, 200; bids invited 
until March 13 by the Comptroller of 
Stores of New Zealand Government 
Railways, Private Bag, Wellington; 
complete set of tenders may be pur- 
chased from that authority for NZ£50— 
approximately $140—or they may be 
examined at the office of the New 
Zealand Government Trade Commis- 

(Continued on page 25) 


Capital Wanted for 


Haitian Plantation 


Approximately $50,000 in U. S. cap- 
ital is sought by Ramah Theodore, a 
Haitian businessman, for the purchase 
and development of a sugarcane plan- 
tation on which he holds an option. 

The plantation, in a region known as 
the Cul de Sac, approximately 15 kil- 
ometers from Port-au-Prince, reported- 
ly has 75 percent of its area of 287 
acres under cultivation at present. The 
remaining land can be utilized after 
irrigation works are completed. Mr. 
Theodore claims there is no problem in 
disposing of the complete crop as agree- 
ments have been reached for its sale to 
a local refining company. A yearly 
profit from the sugar plantation is 
estimated at $30,000. 

In return for the loan, Mr. Theodore 
offers a first mortgage on the entire 
property and equipment, and a percent- 
age of payments received from the 
sugar crop. A World Trade Directory 
report on Mr. Theodore will be pre- 
pared upon request for qualified U. S. 
companies by the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., for $1. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with Mr. Theodore, Port- 
au-Prince, Haiti. 








S. Embassy, 








—e 


W. Berlin Businessman 
Wants U. S. Licensor 


Egon W. Lagarie, vice president of 
the Berlin Chamber of Industry anq 
Commerce, and a major shareholder in 
four Berlin enterprises, wishes to enter 
into licensing agreements and to ex. 
change technical data with U.S. many. 
facturers of medical-technical equip. 
ment, optical goods, hearing aids, flow- 
meters for the control of steam, liquid, 
and gas, etc., for the production and 
distribution of related products in 
Western Germany and other West Eu- 
ropean countries. 


Mr. Lagarie’s primary interest is in 
the firms: Deutsche Endoskopbau Gesell. 
schaft Sass Wolf & Co., manufacturers 
‘of endoscopes, microscopes, and flow- 
meters; Akumed Gesellschaft fuer 
akustisch-medizinische Apparate mbH, 
producers of Akumed hearing aids in 
corporated into eyeglasses; Otto E. K. 
Schuster & Sohn, optical and diagnostic 
and photo-optic equipment manufactur- 
ers; and Omaia Pro Medico Egon W. 
Lagarie GmbH, an export-import ‘and 
distributing firm for medical-technical 
equipment. 

To utilize the existing producing ca. 
pacity of these organizations, Mr. La- 
garie is interested in an exchange of 
technical data with American manu- 
facturers, and in licensing arrange- 
ments for the production of American 
products, particularly medical, optical, 
and electrical apparatus for hospitals 
and laboratories, and related equipment 
for industrial purposes. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with Mr. Lagarie, Neue 
Bayreuther Str., 4, Berlin W 30, and to 
submit informative literature together 
with an indication of the type of tech- 
nical arrangement which would be of 
mutual interest to both parties. ~*° 





Colombian Inventor Seeks 
Licensor for Reminder Device 


Carlos A. Ortegon, Colombian inven- 
tor, wishes to arrange on a royalty 
basis with a U. S. manufacturer for the 
production of a remembrancer device 
which is about the size of a wrist or 
pocket watch. 

A patent application is pending in the 
United States on the instrument. 

A current World Trade Directory re- 
port on Mr. Ortegon Will be prepared 
upon request for qualified U. S, com- 
panies by the Commerical Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., for $1. 


Interested firms are invited to corre 
spond direct with Mr. Ortegon, at Calle 
14, No. 1-23, Bogota. 
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Mideast Group Offers 
To Serve U. S. Firms 


The newly formed Societe des En- 
treprises Techniques & Commerciales, 
Beirut, offers agency services to U. S. 
engineering firms in Lebanon, Jordan, 
Syria, Iraq, Egypt, Sudan, Saudi Ara- 
bia, and Kuwait. 

The company has a network of affili- 
ated companies in these countries which 
it proposes to put at the disposal of 
American engineering firms to obtain 
jeads, information, books of specifica- 
tions, and similar data on proposed en- 
gineering and construction projects and 
for servicing bids. Although the com- 
pany would prefer to act for firms 
specializing in industrial plant engineer- 
ing and construction, it would like also 
to have connections with civil engineer- 
ing and construction entities. 

Partners of this new firm are Joseph 
and Andre Toutounji of the Egyptian & 
Lebanese Trading Union, S.A.L., Beirut, 
and of the Sudan Import & Export Co., 
Cairo; Alfred Skaf of the Societe Orien- 
tale Pour Le Commerce et L’Industrie, 
Damascus; and Ibrahim and Joseph 
Hajj-Chahine of the Agence National 
Pour le Commerce, L’Industrie & L’Ag- 
riculture, Lebanon. World Trade Direc- 
tory reports on these companies may 
be purchased by qualified U. S. firms 
for $1 from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

Interested parties are invited to cor- 
respond with the Societe des Entre- 
prises Techniques & Commerciales, P. 
0. Box 1180, Beirut, Lebanon. A copy 
of the prospectus of this firm is avail- 


able for review on loan from BFC’s 
Trade Development Division. 





Bids Open for Angolan 
Fish Factory 


Tenders for a completely mech- 

anized fishmeal and fishoil factory 
have been invited until March 8 
by a company in Mossamedes, 
Angola. 
’ The factory, to be constructed 
within a period of 180 days, will 
have a capacity of 5.5 to 6 metric 
tons of fresh fish meat or fat an 
hour and be capable of using resid- 
uous water 

The firm inviting bids, Uniao dos 
Industriais de Pesca da Terre do 
Lombo, Ltd. Caixa Postal 244, 
Mossamedes, Angola, is prepared 
to furnish further information. 











February 18, 1957 


Bombiiy ign Seeks U. S. Know-How 


U. S. participation in the form of machinery and equipment, tech- 
nical assistance for the installation of a plant, and training of Indian 
personnel in the manufacture of wire drawing and wire enameling is 
sought by the Bombay firm, Volta Insulating Co., Ltd. 


The Bombay firm, reportedly engaged in the coating of synthetic 


enamel on copper wire since 1950, 
wishes to expand operations by instal- 
ling a wire drawing plant with a daily 
capacity of 2 long tons; by increasing 
the enameling capacity of the existing 
plant to 2,400 pounds daily—present 
production is 1,200 pounds a day, 3 
shifts; and by installing facilities for 
coating wires of 12-16 standard wire 
gage (SWG) and 43-46 SWG. Consid- 
eration also is being given to the 
establishment of facilities for the man- 
ufacture of cab-tire-sheathed and vul- 
canized-india-rubber copper wire. Pre- 
liminary estimates made by the firm 
indicate an investment requirement of 
400,000 rupees (1 rupee =US$0.21), 

In exchange for the machinery and 
technical assistance desired, the Bom- 
bay firm reportedly is prepared to give 
majority representation to the U. S. 
investor, if the American firm con- 
siders this necessary to insure speedy 
and efficient installation and operation 
of the plant. 

Supplemental data concerning this 
proposal ‘are available for review on 
loan from the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 





Businessman in Italy 


Offers Poultry Marker 


Eng. Francesco Sbrojavacca, an Ital- 
ian businessman, wishes to reach an 
agreement with a U. S. firm specializing 
in aviculture equipment for the intro- 
duction into the United States of a new 
system to mark poultry and other ani- 
mals with a conventional marking in 
plastic material. 

This new system, which reportedly 
can indicate genealogical character of 
the subject, is said to render selection 
work easier and more reliable and guar- 
antees the buyer against counterfeits. 
The system is covered by Italian pat- 
ents Nos. 59195 and 59196. 

Additional information concerning the 
characteristics and advantages of the 
invention is available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development Di- 
vision, Bureau of. Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. A World Trade Direc- 
tory report on Mr. Sbrojavacca will be 
prepared upon request for qualified U. S. 
companies by BFC’s Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division for $1. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with Eng. Francesco Sbro- 
javacca, 6, Via Vittorio Emanuele, Co- 
negliano, Treviso, Italy, 





ington 25, D. C. Interested firms also 
are invited to correspond direct with 
Narbheram D. Mehta, Director, 3 Lax- 
mi Bidg., Sir P. M. Road, Bombay 1. 
A current World Trade Directory re- 
port on Volta Insulating Co. is in prep- 
aration and soon will be available to 
qualified U. S. companies from BFC’s 
Commercial Intelligence Division for $1. 


Bids Asked on Repair 





‘Of Hejaz Railroad 


International bids for the reconstruc- 
tion of damaged sections of the Hejaz 
Railway for a’ total distance of 844 
kilometers lying between the stations 
of Ma’an. and Medina are invited until 
March 15 by the Executive Committee, 
Hejaz Railroad, P. O. Box 134, Damas- 
cus, Syria. 

The repair works include: Recommis- 
sioning of the roadbed for the entire 
line, repair or replacement of all road- 
bed parts—rails, ties, and the like—for 
a distance estimated at 250 kilometers; 
repair or replacement of specifie items 
of the damaged roadbed parts on the 
remaining sections of the line; repair 
of some stone culverts and bridges; 

Construction of new culverts and 
bridges in accordance with related de- 
tailed drawings; reclamation and repair 
of various stations and buildings in 
damaged sections; installation of cable 
and telephone facilities; erection of reg- 
ular signs on the whole damaged sec- 
tions of the line, and supply of some 
materials—locomotives and automotive, 
passenger, and freight cars. 

Prospective bidders should attach a 
list of references on the financial and 
technical abilities of their concerns. The 
executive committee will send to appli- 
cants all publications related to the 
book of conditions and other relative 
information. 


Iran Asks Sulfur Quotations 


Quotations on 1,500 tons of sulfur, 
minimum purity 97 percent with no ar- 
senic content, are sought by the Chan- 
cery of the Embassy of Iran, 3005 Mas- 
sachusetts Avenue NW., Washington, 
D. C. 

Interested parties should forward their 
quotations to that address. 








United Kingdom's butter imports in 
the first 10 months of 1956 totaled 659 
million pounds,’an increase of 66 mil- 
lion pounds over 1955 imports, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports. 
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Austria Offers Factory Site Leases 


Four proposals from Austria offer U. S. firms contemplating the 
establishment of manufacturing subsidiaries in Austria an opportunity 
to rent factory space. The following sites, 3 in Upper Austria and 1 in 


Styria, are offered for rental: 


Edith Hintermaier, offers for lease a factory which reportedly has 


a special water supply, loading plat- 
form, and adequate power and light. 
The ground-floor area covers 463.26 
square meters, 5.75 meters high; first- 
floor area covers 100 square meters, 
3.20 meters high; the second-floor area 
covers 415 square meters, 3.40 meters 
high; the attic-floor area covers 420 
square meters. 

Further details may be obtained di- 
rect from Mrs. Edith Hintermaier, Raab 
Nr. 102, Upper Austria. 

Firma Kneidinger & Co., offers for 
lease a paper factory which has a car- 
rying capacity of approximately 1,400 
pounds per square meter, including a 
special railroad track. The ground-floor 


area covers 120 square meters, the 
first-floor area covers 700 square 
meters. 


Additional details may be obtained 
direct from Firma Kneidinger & Co., 
Purnstein II, Gemeinde Altenfelden, 
Upper Austria. 

Leopold Hamberger is offering a 
three-story plant situated about 8 miles 
from Linz, close to rail and road trans- 
portation. The plant operates its own 
28-horsepower power station, and con- 
struction on extension to 45 horsepower 
is said to have begun. 

Further details may be obtained 
direct from Leopold Hamberger, 
Griebmdhle, Rottenegg, Mdhlkreis, Up- 
per Austria. 


Palten-Stahlwerke wishes to rent 


Burmese Ministry Wants 
To Set Up 2 Cotton Mills 


The Ministry of Industry of the Gov- 
ernment of the Union of Burma, Ran- 
goon, has invited tenders for the estab- 
lishment of two cotton spinning and 
weaving mills, one to be located at Man- 
dalay and the other at Myingyan, clos- 
ing date February 25. 

The plant at Mandalay is to have 40,- 
000 spindles and 400 automatic shuttle 
change looms to produce gray cotton 
yarn of 20 count and gray sheetings 
and drills. 

A copy of specifications for the Man- 
dalay plant is available for review on 
loan from the Trade Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 
S. Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 








India’s cigarette output for the first 
half of 1956 totaled 12.5 billion pieces— 
up 11 percent from the 11.2 billion 
produced in the comparable period of 
1955, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports, 
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some factory buildings of the Palten- 
Stahlwerke in Rottenmann, Styria. De- 
tails of these buildings are not avail- 
able; however, interested firms may 
address their inquiries direct to the 
Palten-Stahlwerke, Rottenmann, Styria, 
for this information. 


French Airfield Work 
Planned by NATO 


Four new projects in France have 
been opened to U. S. bidders under the 
international competitive bidding proce- 
dure of the North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganization (NATO), the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has reported. 


U. S. firms interested in bidding on 
work at the following French airfields 
must signify their intention before Feb- 
ruary 22 to the French Delegation, 
Palais de Chaillot, Paris: Fencing and 
munitions depot at Laon-Athies, $239,- 
140; shoulders, fencing, and munitions 
depot at Coulommiers, $325,400; muni- 
tions depot at Metz-Frescaty, $197,100; 
and an automobile parking area, con- 
trol tower, and drainage at Strasbourg- 
Entzheim, $118,310. 

U. S. firms who are not already certi- 
fied to participate in NATO work 
should send their qualifications to the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. as 
described in the brochure on the NATO 
program available from that Division. 





Chilean Manufacturer Wants 


Capital for Diversification 


Manufacturas Tecnicas “Tecnomat”, 
Ltd., Chilean manufacturer and whole- 
saler of electrical domestic appliances, 
wants private U. S. capital participation 
for an expansion of plant facilities and 
diversification of its products. 

The company also is interested in the 
direct purchase of metal venetian blind 
slats, and in the possible manufacture 
of venetian blinds from enameled alu- 
minum, Slats of all lengths, colors, and 
S curved are desired. 

Direct correspondence with Manufac- 
turas Tecnicas “Tecnomat”, Ltd., 1145 
Once Norte, Vina del Mar, Casilla 491 
Vina, Chile, is invited. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
the firm is available to qualified U. S. 
companies for $1 from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C, 


——— 





Farm Site in Colombia 
Offered for Sale 


Argemiro Carrillo, farm owner, 
wishes to sell a 68-acre farm near 
La Calera, Cundinamarca, about 
7 miles northeast of Bogota, Co. 
lombia. 

The farm now is being operated 
as a dairy farm with 25 cows, 
Modern methods and equipment, 
reportedly could increase produc. 
tion by 400 percent. The land, 
according to the owner, would be 
valuable as an industrial site be. 
cause of good road connections, 
proximity to Bogota, availability 
of water, and low taxes. 

A World Trade Directory report 
on Mr. Carrillo will be prepared 
upon request for qualified U. §, 
firms, by the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 
for $1. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond direct with Argemiro 
Carrillo, Edificio del Banco Com- 
ercial Antioqueno, Oficiana 602, 
Bogota, Colombia. 











English Diecasting 
Firm Wants License 


Tudor Accessories, Ltd. manufac 
turer of automotive accessories and 
presure diecasters, seeks a licensing ar- 
rangement with a U. S. company man 
facturing complete articles which can 
be marketed as a unit, such as a house 
hold gadget or toy. 

The firm is particularly interested in 
companies producing die-cast articles 
In return the English firm is prepared 
to pay royalty or license fees. 

Tudor reportedly has a first-class fae 
tory, assembly facilities, and employs 
representatives in the United Kingdom 
and in 40 oversea markets. 

A current World Trade Directory tf 
port on Tudor Accessories, Ltd, # 
available to qualified U. S. companies 
from the Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commereé, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash 
ington 25, QR. C., for $1. 

Interested firms are invited to cor 
respond direct with Tudor Accessories, 
Ltd., Beaconsfield Road, Hayes, Middle 
sex, England. 








Mexican cotton transshipments 
through U. S. ports reached an all 
time high of 1,306,000 bales of 50 
pounds gross in August 1955-July 1956, 
exceeding 1954-55 transshipments of 
939,000 bales by 39 percent, according 
to the Foreign Agricultural Service. 
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Colombian Engineer 
Offers Services 


Alberto Vargas M., consulting engi- 
neer, wishes to offer his services to U. S. 
firms and individuals interested in in- 
yesting in Colombian industries. 

Mr. Vargas is particularly interested 
in making market, product, and engi- 
neering studies. He is reported to have 
had previous experience of this type in 
the chemical, petroleum, construction, 
and various industrial fields. 

A copy of Mr. Vargos’ dossier is 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
Mr. Vargas will ba prepared upon re- 
quest for qualified U. S. companies from 
BFC’s Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion for $1. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with Alberto Vargas M., 
Carrero, 10, No. 16-39, Bogota. 





New Korean Directory Lists 
Exportable Commodities 


The Korean Export Directory for 
1957, published by the Ministry of Com- 
merce and Industry of the Republic of 


Korea, contains a numerical and alpha- 
betical index of exportable commodities, 
which are described and illustrated, and 


general information such as _ specifica- 
tions, packing, suppliers, quantity pro- 
duced, and export prices. 

The book also contains a list of asso- 
ciations, and alphabetical lists of ex- 
porters and manufacturers including 
names, addresses, products exported, 
and other details. The inside covers are 
pictorial maps of the country showing 
location of mines, industry, and other 
economic facts. 

This directory is available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., or it may be con- 
sulted at the following Field Offices of 
the Department: Boston, New York, 
Chicago, New Orleans, Seattle, Port- 
land, ‘San Francisco, and Los Angeles. 


Indian Ministry Invites Bids 
On Salt Mine Work 


An invitation for tenders on a project 
to sink two shafts at Drang salt mines 
in Mandi District, Himachal Pradesh, 
has been issued by the Ministry of Pro- 
duction of the Government of India, 
New Delhi. 

Interested parties may wish to com- 
municate with that agency. A copy of 
the tender forms and specifications is 
available for review on loan from the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 
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Housing Contractors 
In lraq Listed 


“Architects, Builders, Contrac- 
tors, and Engineers—lIraq,” a trade 
list published by the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, has been 
brought up to date by including 
Government agencies, private con- 
tractors, and industrial firms now 
involved in various housing proj- 
ects in that country. 

Under Iraq’s new 6-year (1955- 
60) Development Board program, 
provision is made for extensive 
construction (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Oct. 22, 1956, p. 5). 

Development projects now be- 
ing implemented include large- 
scale construction of housing units 
by owners of industrial projects. 
The Government compels these 
owners to construct housing for 
their employees, and Government 
loans amounting to 60 percent of 
the construction costs are granted 
to the larger owners (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Dec. 3, 1956, 
p. 10). 

Trade lists may be obtained for 
$2 each by firms domiciled in the 
United States from BFC’s Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or from the De- 
partment’s Field Offices. 











English Manufacturer Seeks 


Reciprocal Arrangements 


Auto Wrappers (Norwich), Ltd., man- 
ufacturer of automatic wrapping and 
packing. machinery, is interested in 
manufacturing American wrapping and 
packaging machines in England, and 
also in having its own machinery man- 
ufactured in the United States. 

The company reportedly specializes in 
machinery for the pharmaceutical, con- 
fectionery, and ice-cream industries, and 
has adequate facilities for the expansion 
of its present line. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
Auto Wrappers (Norwich), Ltd., is avail- 
able to qualified U. S. companies from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., for $1. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with J. Davis, Sales Man- 
ager, Edward Street, Norwich, Norfolk, 
England. 





Passenger cars imported into the 
United States from Sweden in Novem- 
ber 1956 totaled 1,028, bringing the 
year’s total through that month to 
2,626, compared with only 29 for the 
entire year 1955. 


Mexican Firm To Make 
Rubberized Cloth Items 


Approximately US$20,000 in direct 
monetary investment or, alternatively, 
the supply of machinery and technical 
assistance is sought by the Mexican 
firm, Centro Industrial Azteca, S.A., for 
the manufacture in Mexico of rubber- 
ized cloth articles. 

The Mexican company, manufacturer 
of inflatable plastic articles, such as 
beach equipment, swimming _ pools, 
games, educational toys, ete., wishes to 
augment and diversify this line of prod- 
ucts by introducing on the Mexican 
market liferafts, air mattresses, life- 
savers, and other beach and camping 
equipment made of rubberized cloth. 

Machinery appropriate for the sealing 
of the specialized rubber material is re- 
quired. In exchange for the supply of 
this machinery, new or used, and the 
technical know-how for its operation, 
the firm offers as equity participation 
in the corporation. Direct~capital in- 
vestment, though not essential, would 
be considered. 

A brief outline of Centro Industrial 
Azteca’s proposal is available for re- 
view on loan from the Investment De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Interested 
firms also are invited to correspond di- 
rect with Simon Rubinstein, manager of 
the company, Dr. Belisario Dominguez 
No. 64-207-222, Mexico City. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
the Mexican firm is available for $1 to 
qualified U. S. companies from BFC’s 
Commercial Intelligence Division. 





Transmission Systems Survey 
Planned in Buenos Aires 


Bids are invited until February 28 
for conducting a study and preliminary 
survey of electrical power transmission 
systems between the following points: 
El Chocon-Buenos Aires, Salto Grande- 
Buenos Aires, and Mendoza-Buenos 
Aires. 

Thirty million pesos, or about US$1.7 
million, have been appropriated for this 
work. Specifications, including terms 
and conditions, may be purchased for 150 
pesos, or about US$8.33, from Talleres y 
Suministros, Lavalle 1556, Buenos Aires. 

The specifications in Spanish also may 
be consulted at the Economie Counse- 
lor’s Office, Argentine Embassy, 1600 
New Hampshire Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton 9, D. C., or at the office of Argen- 
tine Commercial Information, 12 West 
56th Street, New York, N. Y.; and a 
copy: is available for review on loan 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed inter- 
est in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. While 
every.effort is made to include only firms 
or individuals of good repute, the U. S. 
Department of Commerce cannot as- 
sume responsiblity for any transactions 
undertaken with these firms. 


World Trade Directory reports on the 
listed firms are available to qualified 
U. S. firms from BFC’s Commercial 
Intelligence Division, or through the 
Department of Commerce Field Offices 
(listed on p. 2), for $1 each. However, 
the usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, pricelists, or samples, is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). Firms 
domiciled in the United States may 
obtain this material on loan from the 
Trade Opportunity Section, Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 





Batteries 


Yugoslavia 
Jugoelektro (importer, wholesaler of 


electrical machinery and equipment, 
industrial machinery, tools, instru- 
ments; exporter of electric motors, 


cable installation material, insulators, 
instruments, telephone equipment), 33 
Knez Mihajlova, Belgrade, wishes to 
export direct or through agent 6- and 
12-volt automobile batteries. Will also 
consider an arrangement to sfipply bat- 
teries to automobile manufacturers, 


Clothing Accessories 
Mexico 

El Tesoro Mexicano ‘(manufacturer, 
exporter of ties, blouses, pants, silver 
jewelry; wholesaler, retailer, exporter 
of Mexican handicrafts, leather goods, 
curios, silver, etc.), Avenida Juarez No. 
36-C, Mexico, D.F., wishes to export 
direct or through agent approximately 
6,000 weekly of sequin-embroidered 
satin torero- or bullfighter-style ties in 
various colors for women. Photograph 
and sample available.* 


Coffee 


Belgian Congo 


Congo Import Co. (E. R. Meherally) 
(wholesaler, exporter of coffee, palm 
oil, palm kernels, and essential oils 
such as geranium oil and others), B.P. 
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1930, Leopoldville, wishes to export 
coffee in quantities as desired. 


Cotton Scrap 


Mexico 

Manufactureras Lord, S.A. (manu- 
facturer, wholesaler of sport shirts), 
Juan Mendez No. 1001 Norte, Aptdo. 
Postal No. 1793, Monterrey, Nuevo 
Leon, wishes to export direct or through 
agent cotton scrap and cuttings, 


Essential Oils 


Belgian Congo 

Congo Import Co. (E. R. Meherally) 
(wholesaler, exporter of coffee, palm 
oil, palm kernels, and essential oils such 
as geranium oil and others), B.P. 1930, 
Leopoldville, wishes to export essential 
oils such as geranium oil and others; 
also palm oil and palm kernels, in 
quantities as desired. 


Frames and Moldings 
Belgium 

R. J. Vandermeersch & Zonen (manu- 
facturer, wholesaler, exporter), 181 
Boulevard des Martyrs, Ghent, wishes 
to export direct or through regional 
agents in New York, Boston, Chicago, 
New Orleans, San Francisco, and Wash- 
ington, D. C., high-quality handcarved 
and other frames and moldings, 


Jute Products 


India 
R. N. Jhunjhunwala & Co. Private, 
Ltd. (importer, wholesaler of indus- 


trial chemicals; manufacturer of glass 
and sanitary ware; wholesaler, exporter 
of jute goods, shellac, kapok, spices, 
and glassware), 9 Ezra St., Calcutta, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent all kinds of jute products, includ- 
ing burlap, bags, webbing, twine, and 
canvas, of fair average quality. 


Machinery 

Germany 

HEMA-Maschinenbau, Karl Henkel, 
Spezialmaschinen fuer die Suesswaren- 
industrie (importer, exporter, manu- 





Bids Invited on Indian 
Railway Equipment 


Bids are invited on rolling stock 
and railway equipment required 
for the Indian Railways 1957-58 
global procurement program, as 
follows: 8 locomotives, 72 boilers, 
114 fireboxes, 24 rail cars, and 32 
cranes. Bid deadline for the first 
3 items is March 18 and for the 
last 2, April 11. 

A copy of the Program No, GP- 
11-1957/58, giving particulars of 
items required may be purchased 
from the India Supply Mission, 
2536 Massachusetts Avenue NW., 
Washington 8, D. C., for US$0.42. 











a 


facturer), 46 Krumme Weide, Schoet. 


mar/Lippe, wishes to export direct op 


through regional agents machines for 
the confectionery industry. Ilustrateg 
and descriptive pamphlet available.* 
Onyx 
Mexico 

Moreno Onix (producer, wholesaler, 
exporter of onyx; manufacturer, whole. 
saler, exporter of onyx products), Esq, 
Morelos y 5 de Mayo, Oaxaca, wishes 
to export direct in desired quantities 
unpolished onyx blocks of various sizes, 
in the following colors: Aztec green, 
Mexican white, white with wine, and 
rainbow, Price information available* 


Rice 


Cambodia 


Etablissements Seng Hak (importer, 
wholesaler, agent of textiles, chemical 
products; exporter of rubber; also 
operates a shipping business), 22 
Vithei Preah Bat Ang Duong, Phnom. 
Penh, wishes to export direct initially 
10 metric tons—22,000 lbs.—of milled 
or unmilled Cambodian cultivated wild 
rice. Seller offers the rice to U. § 
specialty food packers for packaging 
and marketing. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Rope and Twine 
Portugal 


Manuel de Oliveira Violas (importer 
of sisal, manila, and hemp fibers; manu 
facturer, exporter), Silvalde, Espinho 
wishes to export direct 300 tons month- 
ly of sisal baler twine; and 150 tons 
monthly of binder and wrapping twines 
and sisal ropes. Made exclusively from 
extra African sisal fibers. Catalog, tech- 
nical \data, and photographs available 
upon application to the seller. 


Tiles 
Japan 

Shinkyo Shoji Co., Ltd., (importer of 
musical instruments, building materials, 
sugar, raw wool and cotton, crude rub 
ber; exporter of ceramic tiles, hard 
ware and other building materials, chi- 
naware, sundries), No. 3, 3-chome, 
Sonoi-cho, Naka-ku, Nagoya, wishes to 
export direct 200,000 sq. ft. monthly of 
ceramic wall tiles, and 150,000 sq. ft 
monthly of mosaic tiles. 





Tools 
England 


Brooks & Walker, Ltd. 
of engineering products, ships stores, 
etc.; exporter of gages, micrometefs, 
tools), 47. Great Eastern St., London, 
E.C. 2, wishes to export direct of 
through agent tools including screw and 
plain plug and ring gages; vernier 
gages; and inside and stick microm 
eters. Illustrated and descriptive literé 
ture with price information available. 


(wholesaler 
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Toys 

Denmark 

NEO Form Export Division (export 
merchant), 57-59 Vejlemosevej, Holte, 
wishes to export direct approximately 
40,000 annually of true-to-life scale 
models of domestic, wild, and prehistor- 
ic toy animals made of plastic com- 
posite material. There are 200 different 
specimens, handpainted in true (non- 
poison ) colors and can be used as toys 
and for educational purposes. Price list, 
photographs, and samples available.* 


Alcoholic Beverages 
British West Indies 

Ernest S. Vieria & Co., Ltd. (manu- 
facturers’ representative, general com- 
mission agent and distributor, fire and 
general insurance agent), 19/21 Chacon 
St., Port of Spain, Trinidad, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 
bottled and canned beer. 


Automotive Supplies 
Algeria 

SOMEXI (Societe Mediterraneene 
@Export & Import) (importing distrib- 
utor), 27 Ranpe Chasseloup-Laubat, 
Algiers, wishes to purchase direct from 
manufacturers spare parts for automo- 
biles and trucks, including Willys Jeep; 
GMC (type CCKW 352, 353), and Dodge 
(type 4 x 4 and 6 x 6). 


Building Supplies 
Germany 

Franz Viethen (importer), 10 Kohlen- 
strasse, Koeln-Ehrenfeld, wishes to pur- 
chase direct thin fiber boards of sugar 
cane and other fibers, 100 cubic meters 
monthly. 


Chemicals 

Netherlands 

Handelsonderneming Amstelstad (im- 
porting distributor), 82 Haarlemmer- 
meerstraat, Amsterdam, wishes to pur- 
chase direct biochemicals, and rare 
chemicals (organic). 


Hectrical Equipment and Supplies 
Germany 

Eltex-Apparatebau, Dipl.-Ing. Esch- 
ment & Tueffers (importer of air hu- 
midifiers and dehumidifiers; manufac- 
turer of electrical dry shavers, hair cut- 
ters), 10 Apothekerstrasse, Neheim- 
Huesten, wishes to purchase direct 
electrical air humidifiers. 

Haly 


CIFAM, S.p.A., Compagnia Italiana 
Frigoriferi Arredamenti Moderni (man- 
ufacturer of refrigeration plants for ho- 
tels, bars, restaurants, and food stores), 
SIVA Via Tommaso Cannizzato, Mes- 
sina, wishes to purchase direct from 
U. S. manufacturers highest quality 
Ssemihermetic compressors for refriger- 
ators, ranging in capacity from 300 to 
12,000 frigorie. 

Frigoria is a unit of measurement— 
the number of calories which must be 
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subtracted in order to reduce the tem- 
perature of 1 kilogram of water 1 de- 
gree centigrade. Firm wishes to import 
500 to 600 compressors the first year, 
and eventually up to 2,000 units a year. 


Foodstuffs 
Italy 


Carlo Litro (importer, wholesaler), 9 
Via S. Pio V, Turin, wishes to receive 
offers for the purchase of potatoes to 
be used for seed, as well as for home 
consumption, 


Lighting Fixtures 


England 
Martin Chandeliers (manufacturer, 
importer, wholesaler, retailer, export- 


er), 217 Liverpool Road, Haydock, Lan- 
cashire, wishes to purchase direct crys- 
tal, glass, and plastic-type chandeliers 
for domestic purposes, as well as plastic 
machinery for use in their workshops. 


Machinery 
Colombia 


Ferreteria Argentina, Mejia, Hor- 
maza & Cia., Ltda. (wholesaler, retailer 
of hardware, building materials, build- 
ing machinery, radio equipment; elec- 
trical, industrial, and household equip- 
ment and appliances), Aptdo. Aereo 
556, Popayan, Cauca, wishes to pur- 
chase direct machinery to manufacture 
screen wire for cement. Price quota- 
tions desired. 


Dominican Republic 


Fabrica de Sacos y Cordeleria, C. Por 
A. (manufacturer of sisal fiber, twine, 
rope, and bags), Avenida Tiradentes 
No. 58, Ciudad Trujillo, is interested in 
receiving offers for the supply of 
machinery to produce 100 tons of wheat 
flour a day. Correspondence should be 
addressed to Elias Gadala Maria, 
president. 


England 


Charles Cooper (Tipton), Ltd. (manu- 
facturer of cold rolled steel strip, and 
hardened and tempered spring steel), 
Byron House, 7/9 St. James’s St., Lon- 
don, S.W. 1, wishes to purchase direct 
machines for trimming dressing 
edges of hardened and tempered steel 
strip up to 14”. Correspondence should 
be addressed to J. Hartley-Taylor, group 
export manager. 

Hallam, Sleigh & Cheston, Ltd. 
(manufacturer, exporter of body hard- 
ware for commercial and passenger 
vehicles), Widney Works, Bagot St., 
Birmingham 4, wishes to purchase di- 
rect machinery to produce automotive 
flexible window channels. 

Lansil, Ltd. (producers and exporters 
of acetate rayon yarn, and “lacknit” 
fabrics), 26 Cross St., Manchester, are 
interested in purchasing machinery to 
produce bonded fiber fabrics, and in 
particular machines which will take the 
fibers and produce a random laid web. 


Saudi Arabia 


Hussain M, S. Jastaneiah (importing 
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German Goldsmithery 
Book Published 


A book entitled “Neue Gold- 
schmiede Kunst” (New ~ Gold- 
smithery Art) has been prepared 
in German by the Society for the 
Advancement of German Culture, 
particularly for the Elevation of 
the Understanding of Art Handi- 
craft, Registered Society, Schwae- 
bisch Gmund, with the endorse- 
ment of the Board of Trade of 
Baden Wuerttemberg. 

The book, illustrated with pic- 
tures of artistically wrought arti- 
cles in silver and gold, may be of 
value to American businessmen, 
art collectors, and others inter- 
ested in the work being done in 
this field. 

A copy of the publication is 
available for review on loan from 
the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D, C., or it may 
be purchased from the publisher, 
Kohlhammer Verlag, 12 Urban- 
strasse, Stuttgart-O, Germany. 











distributor, manufacturer), Gushasheia 
St., Mecca, wishes to purchase direct 
machinery for tin-can factory, capable 
of producing pint- to 5-gallon-size cans, 
both round and square; other specifica- 
tions to be discussed by correspondence. 


Restaurant Equipment 


Sweden 

Henning R. Johansson AB (importing 
distributor, manufacturers’ agent, bro- 
ker, manufacturer of shop counters), 33 
Stora Nygatan, Goteborg C, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 
good-quality and modern equipment for 
sausage barg (snack bars), including 
grills, juice dispensers, and drink mix- 
ers. Descriptive literature and price- 
lists desired as soon as possible. 


Shoemakers’ Supplies 


France 

La Luzienne Eskualduna (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler, exporter of sandals, 
canvas shoes, and related footwear), 71 
rue Gambetta, Sain-Jean-de-Luz, Basses- 
Pyrenees, wishes to purchase flock (cot- 
ton, rayon, etc.), decorative plastics, 
diamantine, artificial gems of stones, 
glue, etc., which may be utilized for the 
decoration of canvas uppers of fancy 
footwear manufactured by firm. De- 
scriptive literature and pricelists de- 
sired. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Foodstuffs 
Germany 
Behr & Buechling (commission mer- 
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chant, broker), 38 Hochestieg, Ham- 
burg-Wellingsbuettel, seeks agency for 
canned asparagus tips and center cuts 
in No. 2 tins. 

Friedrich Eul (manufacturers’ agent), 
9 Boehmersweg 9, Hamburg 13, wishes 
to obtain agency for canned fruit and 
vegetables, including canned peaches, 
pears, pineapple, apricots, and fruit 
salad in No. 2 and No. 2% tins; and 
canned asparagus tips (cuts, and whole), 
green beans, wax beans, and peas in 
No. 2% tins. 
Greece 


GEANA Trading Co. (manufacturers’ 
agent, broker, provisions in general), 
47 Sophocleous St., Athens, seeks agency 
for boneless or whole-carcass frozen 
meat, and wheat. 


Htaly 


Lorenzo La Rocca (manufacturer, 
importing distributor of foodstuffs), 59 
Via Archimede, Rome, seeks exclusive 
agency for natural and sugared fruit 
juices, and canned fruits preserved in 
syrup. 


Industrial Equipment 
Chile 


Guillermo Aguirre Edwards (sales 
agent handling office supplies, chemical 
products, drugs, engineering supplies, 
etc.), 5225 Av. Tobalaba, Santiago, 
seeks agency for garage equipment, 
and construction equipment including 
welders and spray painters. 


France 
Jean Martin Pradairol (Pradairol, 
Poujardieu & Co.) (manufacturer, 


wholesaler, sales agent), 76 rue Pauly, 
Begles, Gironde, seeks general agency 
for France, or part thereof, for good- 
quality steam boilers, 3 to 15 metric 
tons, pressure from 10 to 46 hp.; also 
coal-fired furnaces, fuel economizers for 
boilers, and related lines. Price lists 
and descriptive literature desired. 


Italy 

Sergio Clava (sales agent), 16 Via 
Beinasco, Turin, seeks agency for all 
of Italy from VU. S. manufacturers of 
mechanical, electronic, and nuclear 
equipment for industries, 


Pharmaceuticals 
Belgium 

Laboratoires Y. Vissoul (importer, ex- 
porter of pharmaceutical products), 
135-139 rue Chet, Montignies-sur-Sam- 
bre, is interested in obtaining exclusive 
agencies covering the Benelux countries 
from U. S. manufactures of veterinary 
specialties, and pharmaceutical special- 
ties— antibiotics, for heart diseases, etc. 
Would consider a personal interview in 
the United States for final arrange- 
ments. 


Photographic Equipment 
Canada 


Fred J. Floud (mantfacturers’ 
gent), P. O. Box 31, Station R, 
oronto 17, Ontario, seeks agency for 
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photographic equipment, such as cam- 
eras, still and motion; projectors, still 
and motion; projection screens; and 
darkroom equipment. Also interested 
in opera glasses, field glasses, and 
carrying cases. 


Spraying Equipment 
Belgian Congo 

SAPCHIM (Societe Africaine de 
Produits Chimiques et Industriels) (im- 
porter, manufacturers’ agent), B. P. 
2103, Leopoldville, seeks agency for 
tree sprayers, capable of sending spray 
to heights, as well as for considerable 


distances. Correspondence should be 
addressed to Mr. Bouhon, Secretary 
General of SAPCHIM, 31 rue du 


Marais, Brussels, Belgium, with copy to 
SAPCHIM, B. P. 2103, Leopoldville, 
Belgian Congo (Attention: Mr. Tom- 
son). 


Tinplate 


Italy 

Lorenzo«La Rocca (manufacturers’ 
importing distributor of foodstuffs), 59 
Via Archimede, Rome, seeks exclusive 
agency for tinplate. 


Vegetable Oils 


Greece 

GEANA Trading Co. (manufacturers’ 
agent, broker, provisions in general), 
47 Sophocleous St., Athens, seeks 
agency for cottonseed oil of O.1 acidity, 
no particular taste, yellowish. 


Yarns 


Belgian Congo 

G. Van Hasonbroek (importer, dis- 
tributor, agent, wholesaler), B. P. 835, 
Elisabethville, seeks agency for syn- 
thetic yarns, such as orlon, dynel, and 
terylene. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
raphed copies may be obtained 
ce firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of. Commerce Field 
Offices. The price is $2 a list for 
each country. 
Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. 
Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—United King- 
dom, January 1957. 


Coal, Coke, and Fuel Importers and 
Dealers—Cuba. January 1957. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Denmark, January 1957. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Costa Rica. January 1957. 

Hide, Skin, and Fur Importers, Deal- 


ers, and Exporters—France. January 
1957. 


Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 


57. 





—, 


rters and Dealers—Chile. January 
9 - 


Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im. 


957, 


rters and Dealers—lIran. January 


Paint, Varnish and Pigment 


ers, 


Dealers 


and Manufacturers — 


Sweden. December 1956. 


Photographie Supply 


Dealers ang 


Photographers—Chile. January 1957, . 


Radio and 


Radio Equipment and Com. 


ponent Importers and Dealers—Malaya 
January 1957. 


Radio and Television Equipment and 


Component 


Importers and Dealers 


Sweden. January 1957. 


Rubber Goods Manufacturers—Hong 
Kong. January 1957. 








FOREIGN 
VISITORS 








Australia 
ar eR 


hiess, representing Thiess 


Bros. Pty., Ltd. (holding company), Yer. 
rongpilly, Queensland, pl<iined to attend 
the American Road Bilding Show from 


January 28 


to February 2, 1957, Was 


scheduled to arrive January 26, via Los 
Angeles, for a 6-week visit. U. S, ad 
dress: c/o Bismark Hotel, 171 W., Ran- 


dolph 
given. 


St., 


Chicago, 


Ill. Itinerary not 


British West Indies 


Paul W. 


Wilkins, representing Paul 


Wilkins & Co. (importer of leather and 


shoemaking 
exporter of 
Bridgetown, 
purchasing 

seeks techni 


materials; manufacturer, 
footwear), Magazine Lane, 
Barbados, is interested in 
shoemaking machines, and 
cal information. Was sched- 


uled to arrive February 8, via New 


York, for a 


c/o Mrs. May Murray, 


6-week visit. U. S. address: 
168-18 116th 


Ave., Jamaica 34, Long Island, N. ¥. 
Itinerary: New York and Boston. 


Costa Rica 
Victor Co 
Zapateria y 


rdero Bolanos, representing 
Tintoreria Gadi, San Jose, 


is interested in visiting manufacturers 
of shoe polishes, and seeks technical in- 


formation o 


ing shoe polishes. 
arrive February 1, 


month's visi 


n manufacturing and pack- 
Was scheduled te 
via Miami, for @ 
t. U. S. address: c/o Costa 


Rican Consulate General, Miami, Fla 


Itinerary: P 


ossibly New Orleans. 


World Trade Directory report being 


prepared. 


Iran 

S. Rashid 
senting 
(commission 


Iran 


ian and A. Sheikhi, repre 
National Trading © 
merchant), Avenue Shab 


Reza, Iran Charb Bldg., Tehran, are it- 
terested in arranging long-term credits, 
which will be guaranteed by the Bank 
of Agriculture of Iran, for pu 
(Continued on page 28) 
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Administration Changes Argentina To Develop Road System 


The Argentine Government, in an effort to increase its agricultural 
and livestock production, is directing its attention to the rapid develop- 
ment of an adequate transportation system to connect production cen- 
ters with those of consumption and shipping. 

Plans are to improve and extend both primary and secondary 


Urged for Colombo Port 


The Colombo Port Investigating Com- 
mission, appointed to study conditions 
which have brought about deterioration 
of operations at the Ceylonese port, has 
made the. following recommendations 
for improvement: 

e Establishment of an autonomous 
port authority or trust, similar to the 
London Port Authority, to administer 
the port. 

Nationalization is not recommended. 

e Provision in the legislation for such 
an authority for a tribunal consisting of 
fepresentatives of employers, employees, 
and the port authority to adjudicate on 
wages, hours of work, and conditions of 
employment for the workers. The com- 
mission is in favor of better wages but 
the wage structure would be determined 
after consultation with employee or- 
ganizations. 

@ Reduction of work hours to 8 a 
day from 16 hours or more. 

@ Imposition of closer supervision by 
the port authority on administration of 
shipping and landing companies, even to 
the extent of allocating daily work be- 
tween and within the companies. 

Supervision would be so directed that 
the companies would make the optimum 
use of their resources for the efficient 
clearing and handling of cargo. The 
companies would be divided into two 
units—the Ceylon Wharfage Co, a 
single unit and the largest in the port, 
and all other companies, forming the 
other unit—U. S. Embassy, Colombo. 





Travel Center Planned 
To Open in Washington 


A Visitors Center is planned to open 
in Washington next year, where visitors 
to the city will find a restaurant, shops, 
an arrival and departure plaza for sight- 
seeing buses, lounges, and parking space. 

An orientation theater in the center, 
which will be located on Pennsylvania 
Avenue at the end of Federal Triangle, 
will present continuous showings of 
films re-creating the city’s historical 
growth and depicting future plans, thus 
giving a new understanding of the capi- 
tal city. 

An international travel center will 
present a series of exhibits furnishing 
information about places and things to 
see all over the world. A multilingual 
staff will be_provided to aid foreign 
visitors, 

This new travel-promotion enterprise 
is backed by five businessmen, and par- 
ticipation in the center is by invitation 
only, 

Details may be obtained from Regi- 
nald Martine, Jr., Director, National 
Travel Center, Washington 1, D. C, 


February 18, 1957 


roads. The railways are now unable 
to meet the traffic demand, and the sit- 
uation will become worse if volume of 
production is increased. 

The primary highway network, con- 
sisting of 8,800 kilometers of paved 
roads and 7,900 kilometers of gravel 
roads, has deteriorated because the 
traffic volume and weight of vehicles 
have exceeded the limits for which the 
roads were constructed. Improvements 
therefore will require rapid_ recon- 
struction of damaged pavements in the 
primary system and rapid extension 
of existing paved roads. 

The secondary road program is de- 
signed to develop a system that will 
connect the farms directly with the 
railway stations or main highways to 
permit transportation directly to the 
large consumption centers and ship- 
ping ports. 

Equipment Required 

Many tons of agricultural products, 
especially perishable “products, are lost 
because of lack of transportation fa- 
cilities. Also, shipment often is made 
impossible because of saturation at 
concentration points. Development of 
secondary roads also will enhance the 
rural population and increase the coun- 
try’s cultivated area. 

To carry out the highway plans, the 
purchase of two groups of machinery is 
contemplated. The first will be made 
up of motor graders, tractors with 
graders, and scrapers on rubber tires 
and trucks, and the other will be com- 
posed of graders pulled by smaller 
wheel tractors, tractor-pulled scrapers, 
and small implements. 








Cable Transport Group 
To Meet in Rome 


The First International Con- 
gress of Cable Transportation will 
be held in Rome in May 1957, the 
Italian Embassy in Washington 
has announced. 


The congress will be of interest 
to manufacturers of cable cars, 
ski lifts, and other types of ground 
and overhead funicular vehicles. | 

Copy of the program is avail- 
able for inspection in the Trans- 
portation and Utilities Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington, D. C. 











The greater part of the equipment 
will be built in the-country and dey 
livered by local industries, and the 
larger equipment will be imported as 
requirements demand. Three million of 
the recent Export-Import Bank $100- 
million loan has been allocated for the 
purchase of heavy equipment. 

As highway work in Argentina is 
done directly by the National High- 
ways Department and by private con- 
struction companies under contract 
with it, the equipment program has 
been planned to serve the needs of 
both. Most of the work is done by 
private contractors except when a eon- 
tract is not possible. For instance, a 
comparatively small job in an outly- 
ing district or reconstruction work re- 
quired by floods, which is quite com- 
mon, must be carried out immediately 
and cannot await the conclusion of a 
contract. 

Available equipment In Argentina 
generally is in bad condition—UvU. S. 
Embassy, Buenos Aires. 





Ceylon Bus Transport 
To Be Nationalized — 


The Government of Ceylon reportedly 
is consulting expert opinion on the 
drafting of a bill for nationalization of 
the island’s bus services, according to 
the local press. 


Features of the nationalization plan 
as reported are: 


e Establishment of a fare tribunal 
which will consider representations 
from the traveling ‘public. 


@ The Colombo Municipal Council 
transport service is to be excluded from 
the nationalization project. 

@ The 250 new buses said to be on 
order by the bus companies will be 
taken over by the Government immedi- 
ately upon being unloaded at Colombo. 
Payment for the buses will be charged 
to the cost of nationalization. 

e Parliament has voted 112,000 ru- 
pees to set up an organization within 
the Motor Traffic Department to initi- 
ate preliminary work on nationalization. 

@ The Commissioner of Motor Traffic 
has been asked by the Minister to con- 
duct a census of all bus company em- 
ployees, said to number between 20,000 
and 25,000.—U. S. Embassy, Colombo. 
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Honduras Gets $1.65 Million Bank Loan 


For Section of Inter-American Highway 


Honduras will receive a $1.65-million loan to assist it in completing 
the Inter-American Highway across the country between the borders 
of Nicaragua and El Salvador, the Export-Import Bank of Washington 


has announced. 


Existing administrative arrangements provide that the Honduran 


Government will disburse the loan 
funds under the supervision and fiscal 
control of the U. S. Bureau of Public 
Roads for construction, engineering, and 
incidental costs of three sections of 
highway totaling 94 miles. The work 
will consist largely of grading, con- 
structing bridges, and providing asphalt 
surfacing. 

The U. S. Bureau of Public Roads is 
supervising construction programs along 
the highway in other Central Amer- 
ican Republics under similar arrange- 
ments. 

In Honduras the highway runs along 
the south coast beginning, at its wester- 
ly point, at El Amatillo on the El Salva- 
dor border and extending to El Espino 
on the Nicaraguan border. It passes 
through Jicaro Galan, junction for Te- 
gucigalpa, capital of Honduras, which is 
117 kilometers, or 73 miles, to the 
north, then through San Lorenzo, Cho- 
hulteca, Chinchayote, San Marios, and 
to El Espino. 


The principal traffic movement ex- 
pected to be developed by completion of 
the highway through Honduras will be 
through traffic from El Salvador and 
Nicaragua. Agricultural production, es- 
pecially of such foodstuffs as corn and 
beans, is expected to increase. Ex- 
change of goods between Honduras and 
El Salvador is expected to increase over 
the section from Jicaro Galan to El 
Amatillo. 


Passenger traffic probably will in- 
crease aS a consequence of improve- 
ments being made in the southern high- 





Sweden To Finance Farsta 
Atomic Energy Reactor 


Sweden’s budget proposal for fiscal 
year 1957-58 allocates 63.5 million 
crowns to AB. Atomenergi, of which 16 
million crowns, or about US$3 million, is 
earmarked for the Farsta heating re- 
actor in Stockholm, 

A formal request has been made to 
the State Atomic Energy Delegation for 
permission to begin construction of the 
reactor. When completed in 1960, it will 
be capable of producing 70,000 kilo- 
watts of heat for a central heating sys- 
tem in .a residential area which contains 
12,000 apartments and generating 20,- 
000 kilowatts of electric power. 

Uranium dioxide will be used as fuel 
for the reactor and heavy water as the 
moderator and cooling agent.—U. S. 
Embassy, Stockholm. 


way connecting Tegucigalpa with the 
Inter-American Highway. 

This is the third recent loan made by 
the Export-Import Bank to a Central 
American Republic to accelerate prog- 
ress of the Inter-American Highway. 
Eximbank loaned $9.54 million to Costa 
Rica for this purpose in 1955 and $2 
million to Nicaragua in 1956. 

Terms provide that the loan shall be 
repaid in 30 approximately equal semi- 
annual installments beginning not later 
than February 1, 1960. 


Holland-America 
Liner Passes Tests 


The new twin-screw 
Statendam, of the MHolland-America 
Line at Rotterdam, Netherlands, re- 
turned to the Schiedam shipyard on 
January 17 from its 3-day prechristen- 
ing trials in the. North Sea, and was 
reported to have come up to expecta- 
tions. For 24 hours the ship had logged 
a speed of 21.9 knots. 

The SS. Statendam measures 24,294 
gross registered tons. With the excep- 
tion of the whaler Willem Barendsz and 
several large oil tankers, the Statendam 
is the second largest ship of the Nether- 
lands merchant fleet. The Holland- 
America Line flagship Nieuw Amster- 
dam measures 36,667 gross registered 
tons 

The liner, air conditioned throughout, 
has comfortable accommodations, al- 
most all with private baths, for 84 first- 
and 871 tourist-class passengers. The 
crew will number 433. Three holds can 
contain 120,810 cubic feet of ordinary 
cargo, 17,960 cubic feet of special cargo, 
and 22,665 cubic feet of refrigerated 
cargo 

The ship’s features include stabilizing 
fins; deck and indoor swimming pools; 
large decks for Sun, sports, and relaxa- 
tion; cinemascope theater with 332 
seats; sumptuous lounges; restaurants; 
observatory; verandas; clubrooms; bars; 
cardrooms; library; beauty parlors; bar- 
bershops; fully equipped gymnasium; 
and children’s playroom. Each room 
has a telephone. 

The liner was to start its maiden voy- 
age from Rotterdam to New York on 
February 6. From the latter port it was 
scheduled to make three Caribbean 
cruises and reenter regular transatlan- 
tic service with an eastbound sailing 
on April 16.—U. S. Consulate General, 
Rotterdam. 


turbine ship, 
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Belfast Firm To Build 
Vessel of 45,000 Tong” 


The Belfast shipbuilding firm, Har. 
land & Wolff, Ltd., will construet 
45,000-ton passenger liner for the Pen. 
insular and Orient Steam Navigation 
Co., the largest passenger ship to be 


built in the United Kingdom since the} ; 


Queen Elizabeth and the largest in Bel. 
fast for over 40 years. 

It also will be Britain's first all-elee. 
tric liner. Powered entirely by alter. 
nating current, with 4 turboalternatorg 
each of 1,500 kilowatts, the vessel can 
develop a maximum of about 85,00 
shaft horsepower. 

With 13 decks and the whole super. 
structure built of aluminum, the 
will be of radically new design. A novel 
feature is the placement of twin fur 
nels close to the stern. The design, 
which hinges on machinery being placed 
aft, will be developed’ to take the fullest 
advantage of this layout. Two sets of 
Denny-Brown stabilizers will be fitted 
Lifeboats, instead of being placed at 
the traditional height of the boat deck 
will be stowed three decks lower so as 
to lie flush with the ship's side. 


The keel probably will be laid in Sep 
tember, and the ship will be delivered 
toward the end of 1960. The cost is 
estimated at £12.5 million. 


Running Time Reduced 


Intended to operate between Britain, 
Australia, and the Pacific coast of 
North America, the liner will reduce 
the voyage from Great Britain to Aus- 
tralia from 4 weeks to 3 weeks. Cruis- 
ing speed will be 27% knots, as com 
pared with the present average speed 
of 22 knots on this route, and the Iiner 
will be able to travel 10,000 miles with- 
out refueling. 

The liner, air-conditioned throughout, 
will accommodate 600  first- and 
1,650 tourist-class passengers and will 
have a crew of 960. Most of the first- 
class cabins, which will be provided 
with private bathrooms or showers, will 
be single- and two-berth rooms, @ 
three-berth cabins for families, Tourist 
class will have approximately 210 twe 
berth, 300 four-berth, and a small num 
ber of single-berth cabins. 

The ship will have enclosed ballrooms 
with parquet floors, a first-class. swint 
ming pool on the promenade deck, and 
two swimming pools for the tourist 
class. A cinema will occupy two decks 
and first- and tourist-class nurseries 
will be provided. 

Three cargo holds at the forward end 
will comprise 150,000 cubic feet. Two of 
the holds will be loaded through the 
ship’s side, and one will be specially d 
signed to accommodate cars. Baggage 
and stores will be handled by electrical 
conveyors and elevators.—U. S. Cor 
sulate General, Belfast. 
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Inter-America Travel 
Fssay Contest Open 


“Freedom of International Travel” is 
the subject of a prize-essay contest 
gonsored by the Inter-American Travel 


Congresses. 

This contest on inter-American tour- 
ist travel is made possible through the 
general collaboration of the Air Trans- 

Association of America, American 
Automobile Association, American Mer- 


chant Marine Institute, and the Rail 
Travel Promotion Agency. 

The contest is to encourage the prep- 
aration of papers on the desire and need 
for free travel in the American coun- 
tries, in contrast to barriers still in ex- 
istence, Such as governmental documen- 
tary requirements, currency restrictions, 
customs regulations, inadequate tourist 
facilities, and transport service restric- 
tions. Specific facts and examples of 
current limitations on freedom of travel, 
with constructive comments on their 
justification or nonjustification should 
be emphasized. 

The contest, officially opened January 
1, will close October 1. Contestants 
must be residents of any of the 21 
American Republics or of Canada and 
must be engaged in some form of ac- 
tivity relating to travel. 

Contest regulations and applications 
forms may be obtained from Francisco 
J. Hernandez, Chief, Travel Division, 
Pan American Union, Washington 6, 
D. C. 





Shipbuilding Prdarein Under 
Consideration for Brazil 


A program for the Brazilian Mer- 
chant Marine Reequipment Fund, in- 
duding provisions for the development 
of a shipbuilding industry, is under 
study in the Congress, the Minister of 
Transportation has stated. 


congressional action, the 
Minister reports two shipbuilding proj- 
ects—reequipment of the shipyards on 
Viana Island in Guanabara Bay and 
related plans for construction in those 
yards of 4,100-deadweight-ton freighters 
for the coastal trade, and construction 
by private shipyards of a number of 
2000-deadweight-ton ships for the Cia. 
Costeria. 
The Minister said that the first proj- 
awaited financing by the National 
Economic Development Bank and that 
the second is under final study by a 
consortium of private shipyards.—U. 8. 
Embassy, Rio de Janeiro. 








Lebanon's electrification plan has been 
Voted £12 million, or about US$3.7 mil- 
lion, by the Lebanese Chamber of Depu- 
lies in January for the purchase of 
‘quipment.—U. S. Embassy, Beirut. 
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Rates Raised on South 
American Cargo 


The advance in ocean-cargo 
rates which began about 2 months 
ago and has spread to the princi- 
pal shipping routes around the 
world has been extended to cover 
inbound freight from leading 
South American ports. y 

Four conferences whose mem- 
bers operate between the U. S. and 
Canadian Atlantic, Gulf ports, and 
the South American countries of 
Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina, and 
Paraguay have voted a general 10- 
percent increase to become effec- 
tive April 1. 

The higher cost of doing busi- 
ness has prompted all advances. 











More Spanish Railway 
To Be Electritied 


Electric operation was inaugurated 
in January on an additional stretch of 
road in the Barcelona area of the Span- 
ish National Railways system. 


The newly electrified line is the 16.1- 
kilometer double-track main line from 
Tarragona to Reus, which forms part 
of the main line between Barcelona and 
Madrid. 


The lines between Tarragona and 
Barcelona were electrified last June. 


Electric traction now extends from 
Reus to Barcelona, a distance of 105.8 
kilometers, and is being extended from 
Reus to Mora la Nueva, am additional 
28.2 kilometers. 


Only partial operation by electric 
locomotion is possible at this time, how- 
ever, because of the slow delivery of 
electric locomotives being manufactured 
in Spafh under French Alsthom license. 
Although passenger trains are operated 
by electric traction, freight trains and 
suburban passenger trains still have 
steam locomotives. 


ICA Assists ... 


(Continued from page 5) 
pany to extract potash from the Dead 
Sea (Foreign Commerce Weekly, July 
30, 1956, p. 6). Manganese is another 
potential mineral resource. 

The 5-year plan also places emphasis 
on developing and diversifying agricul- 
ture, which employs 85. percent of the 
working population, and on expanding 
local industry. Olive oil, fruits, and 
vegetables form a major part of Jordan's 
exports, most of which go to other Arab 
States. Jordan is trying to increase 
exports, attract capital, and has en- 
acted two laws to encourage both for- 
eign and local private investment funds 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 23, 
1955, p. 9). 
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Liberian Highways 
Extended, Improved 


The roads from Monrovia, the capital 
of Liberia, to Sanniquélli are in good 
shape, the section from Monrovia to 
Firestone Plantation’s gate 15 is in ex- 
cellent condtion, and about 5 additional 
miles outside Monrovia have been hard 
surfaced and the work is progressing. 


The road under construction from 
gate 15 to Kakata is being completed 
by the French Ossude Construction Co., 
but it is still difficult to use during rain 
squalls and the road through Firestone 
Plantation may still be used as a detour. 


When several bridges between Ka- 
kata and Gbarnga are completed, prob- 
ably within the next few months, that 
stretch of road will be good. Short de- 
tours around the bridges cause no de- 
lays, and the 175 miles from Monrovia 
to Ganta can be traveled in about 4 
hours. 


The improved road from Ganta to 
Sanniquelli is being extended to the 
Nimba Mountains, another 25 or 30 
miles, by the Liberia American Miner- 
als Co. The new road will open up an 
area in one of the remotest corners of 
northeastern Liberia. 


Traffic on this trunk road to Ganta is 
increasing at a remarkable rate. Three- 
ton cargo trucks use the road in carry- 
ing goods to and from French Guinea, 
and other large trucks haul equipment 
to Sanniquelli for transshipment by 
power wagon to the Nimba Mountains. 


The most notable addition to the 
trucking business is the much larger 
number of three-fourth-ton pickup 
trucks used as passenger buses, The 
number of passenger cars using the 
roads also has increased.—U, S. Em- 
bassy, Monrovia. 


ICA To Help Afghanistan 
Expand Airline Service 


The International Cooperation Ad- 
ministration has signed a contract with 
Pan American World Airways to pro- 
vide technical assistance to the Afghani- 
stan Government in expanding the Air- 
line Aryana, ICA has announced. 


The contract, calling for an expendi- 
ture of $2.05 million over a 3-year 
period, is part of an overall $14.56 mil- 
lion U. S. assistance program to help 
Afghanistan develop airports, including 
an international airport at Kandahar, 
provide air navigation and commuica- 
tions services, and expand Aryana’s 
services, 


The program will include the train- 
ing of Afghan pilots, as well as office 
and ground crews, in airline operations 
and maintenance, and advice in the pur- 
chase of new planes and rehabilitation 
of existing equipment. 
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A surcharge of 5 percent was imposed, 
effective January 15, on all freight rates 
between West Africa and the United 
Kingdom and Continental ports to cover 
the sharp increase in bunkering costs 
as a result of the closing of the Suez 
Canal, the West African Shipping Lines 
Conference has announced. 

Shipping lines comprising the confer- 
ence include Elder-Dempster Lines, Hol- 
land West Africa, Palm Line, Guinea 
Gulf Line, the Woerman Line, and the 
Scandinavian West African Line.—U. S. 
Consulate General, Lagos, Nigeria. 





The Cuban Post Office this year will 
inaugurate air parcel-post service to 
all member countries of the Postal Un- 
ion of the Americas and Spain, the 
Cuban Minister of Communications~has 
announced. 

Parcels weighing up to 22 pounds will 
be accepted for air shipment. Rates to 
the United States, Canada, and Mexico 
will be $0.20 for each 4 ounces or frac- 
tion thereof—U. S. Embassy, Havana. 





Australian National Airways and 
Trans-Australian Airlines on November 
1 raised first-class fares on all major 
routes by approximately 5 percent. 

Rising costs of supplies, services, fuel, 
and increased salaries and wages caused 
the increase, the chairman of the Aus- 
tralian National Airways announced. 
Ansett Airways’ passenger fares have 
also risen by 5 percent.—U. S. Consu- 
late, Melbourne. 





Compagnie des Transports Aeriens In- 
tercontinentaux (IAI), a French airline, 
has received approval from the New 
Zealand Government for service between 
Paris and Auckland via Saigon and 
other points. Operations begin Febru- 
ary 4.—U. S. Embassy, Wellington. 

Brazilian airlines in existence on Oc- 
tober 31, 1956, will receive an annual 
contribution of 450 million cruzéiros for 
the next 5 years for flight equipment, 
under a law signed by President Kubits- 
chek in December (65 cruzeiros=US$1, 
approximate free exchange rate). 

Each airline will receive a share of 
the total in proportion to its ton-kilo- 
meters of service in the preceding year, 
no individual company to receive more 
than 150 million cruzeiros.—U, S. Em- 
bassy, Rio de Janeiro. 

The Argentine Government is to pro- 
vide a special account, with a budget of 
500,000 pesos, or US$15,000, a year, for 
the promotion of national and interna- 
tional tourism. 

This sum will be merely a beginning 
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of funds needed to attract tourists to 
Argentina. It will be necessary to con- 
trol travel agents, maintain greater 
contro} over hotel accommodations, and 
obtain many more hotel facilities for 
tourists. 

A movement also is reported on foot 
among the 10 South American countries 
to join together in promoting tourism in 
South America. Consideration is being 
given to the estabilshment of an office 
in New York to represent these coun- 
tries. 

Flota Mercante Gran Colombiana 
inaugurated a cargo shipping service to 
the Atlantic coast port of Limon, Costa 
Rica, with the arrival of the Vindeggen, 
a chartered vessel operated by the line. 
A regular 10-day schedule of calls will 
be maintained by Gran Colombiana 
vessels serving the U. S. Gulf ports and 
the east coast ports of Colombia. 

The Gran Colombiana for some time 
has served the Pacific coast port of 
Puntarenas. 

The local firm of Agencias Unidas, 
S. A., has been appointed agents for 
the line—U. S. Embassy, San Jose. 

Nine Japanese shipping firms operat- 
ing Japan-New York liner services are 
planning to increase freight rates by an 
average of 10 percent, according to 

(Continued on page 22) 





Outer Channel of Maracaibo 
Bar Declared Open to Ships 


The outer channel of Maracaibo Bar, 
Venezuela, was officially declared open 
to navigation in December. 

This channel and the protecting 
breakers constitute the final stage of 
the original project, completed at a cost 
of 126 million bolivars. 

The new channel is 12 kilometers 
long, 305 meters wide at the bottom, 
and 12 meters deep. 

Oceangoing tankers of up to 30,000 
tons can now navigate the channel and 
enter the port of Maracaibo. The chan- 
nel tan take ships with drafts up to 36 
feet. 

Nearly 27 million cubic yards were 
dredged with the aid of five seagoing 
hopper dredges and three hydraulic cut- 
ter dredges brought in from the United 
States. 

Ship tolls for the channel are fixed at 
0.10 bolivar per U. S. barrel of 42 gal- 
lons and at 0.70 bolivar per metric ton 
for solid cargo. Toll collections for 
transit rights in December amounted to 
3.5 million bolivars—U. S. Consulate, 
Maracaibo. 


Grain Unloading at 
India Ports Improved 


Discharge of grain cargoes at the Ip. 
dian ports of Bombay and Calcutta has 
shown considerable improvement in 
past weeks. 

At Bombay two berths have been gj. 
located for the handling of grain ship. 


ments on a priority basis. Since intr. 
duction of the piece rate system m 
November 1 of last year the daily dig. 
charge rate of grain is in excess of 
2,000 tons, and it is expected that Bom. 
bay can receive 120,000 tons &@ month 
without difficulty. 


Although most grain shipments ap 
unloaded at Bombay, some berths 
been reserved for discharge of 
shipments at Calcutta. Delays stil] o 
cur in Calcutta, however, as a result of 
occasional port congestion, but the ay. 
erage berthing delay to grain cargoes js 
less than for general cargo shipments— 
U. S. Consulates General, Bombay ani 
Calcutta. 


—_—" Czechoslovak Hotel 
Coupons Expire February 28 


Hotel coupons purchased by foreign 
tourists in Czechoslovakia befofe Jan- 
uary 1 will expire on February 28, the 
Czechoslovak Tourist Agency, Cedok, 
has stated. 


Coupons now being sold are perforat 
ed on the left side with a number and 
Cedok’s identification mark to differen- 
tiate them from the old coupons, 


The price of luxury-class coupons re- 
mains $11.20 a day, including room ani 
three meals, but the value in Czech 
crowns of 1 day’s coupons is increased 
from 120 to 133 crowns. The right to 
exchange twice the dollar value of pur 
chased coupons at the tourist rate of 
21.60 crowns to US$1 bill is unchanged. 

Issuance of visitors’ visas to Western 
tourists will be predicated, as in the 
past, on prepaid purchases of accom- 
modations for the length of the intended 
stay, but a new vouchering arrange 
ment will supplant last year’s coupon 
system. The new regulations are to be 
effective March 1. 

Cedok also indicated that tourist per 
sonnel and facilities within Czechosle- 
vakia have been expanded sufficiently 
to handle twice last year’s number af 
tourists. 





A new thermoelectric power plant 


with an initial capacity of 15,000 kile 


watts and provisions for an ultimate 
capacity of 50,000 kilowatts, will b 
constructed at Jamshoro, Pakistan, nee 
Hyderabad. The plant will meet the d 
mands of local industries in about 
towns. ~ 
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ficiently } Please enter my subscription for the following | [7 Part 2—Operations Reports. $6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address) 
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U. S. Foreign... 
(Continued from cover) 


of passenger cars and of aircraft and 
aircraft parts scored particularly strong 
advances, and increases in deliveries of 
foreign machinery and textile manu- 
factures were noteworthy. 

Imports of industrial materials exclu- 
sive of petroleum and products—$4.6 
billion in 1955—rose by over 5 percent 
in value. Those of nonferrous metals 
and ferroalloys—over one-fourth of the 
total—showed an increase of over 10 
percent and a similar advance appeared 
in paper and paper materials. Deliveries 
of iron ore and of iron and steel-mill 
products jumped by very large percent- 
ages. The inflow of crude petroleum and 
fuel oil, valued at $1.0 billion in 1955, 
mounted by nearly one-fourth, reflect- 
ing rapid increases during the first 10 
months of last year. 

Foodstuffs arriving from abroad— 
more than one-fourth of all imports— 
increased by about 5 percent. Gains 
principally in coffee and sugar were off- 
set partly by a marked decline in cocoa. 

Geographically, the most notable in- 
creases in exports went to Western Eu- 
‘rope, the leading area of destination; 
Canada; and the Far East. For each of 
these areas, a gain of around one-fifth 
was registered in 1956. Shipments to 
the American Republics rose approxi- 
mately 15 percent and those to the Near 
East and Africa, about 10 percent. 


The 1956 percentage increase in im- 
ports from Western Europe equaled 
that in exports to the area, but the ad- 
vance in imports from other areas lag- 
ged behind the export movements. Pur- 
chases from the American Republics 
and Canada, the two principal sources 
of U. S. imports, were roughly 10 per- 
cent larger than in 1955, while imports 
from the rest of the world were only 
about 5 percent greater. 


Costa Rica... 


(Continued from page 4) 
doubled. As of November 30, vehicle 
registrations totaled 49,310 as follows: 
Automobiles, 9,710; taxis, 1,100; trucks, 
6,100; buses, 858; tractors, 312; motor- 
cycles, 2,280; bicycles, 26,750; other, 
2,200. Operators’ permits as of that date 
totaled 65,465. 

Increased bus fares in San Jose from 
0.15 colon to 0.20 touched off a number 
of incidents, causing minor damage to 
some buses and suspension of operators’ 
services. Following an appeal by Presi- 
dent Figueres, service was resumed 
within a few hours and the fare in- 
crease suspended pending investigation 
of the operators’ request for the in- 
crease. Reportedly, a proposal that the 
Government nationalize the buslines is 
under study. 

The population of Costa Rica reached 
1 million on October 24, according to 
estimates of the Office of Statistics and 
Census.—U, S. Embassy, San Jose. 
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Transport and... 
(Continued from page 20) 

Japan Shipping News. The lines have 
given as reasons for the raise, which is 
expected to take place April 1, the 
sharp increase in bunkering charges, 
higher stevedoring rates, and increased 
charterage.—U. S. Embassy, Tokyo. 





Linea Area Nacional, the Govern- 
ment-sponsored Chilean airline, in 1956 
increased its cargo traffic by 41 percent 
over 1955 and total passengers carried 
by 22 percent. Passengers carried on 
international routes rose 59 percent. 

LAN during the year received 3 new 
DC-6B aircraft and ordered 4 more for 
delivery in 1958. The new equipment is 
expected to permit additional domestic 
and international services. 

A LAN flight last year represented 
the first commercial flight over Antarc- 
tica—U. S. Embassy, Santiago. 





A plan for expansion and moderniza- 
tion of Kastrup Airport near Copen- 
hagen has been submitted to the 
Folketing’s Appropriation Committee 
by the Danish Minister of Public 
Works.. An expenditure of 168 million 
crowns over the next several years is 
foreseen. The Minister simultaneously 
requested an initial appropriation of 16 
million crowns to enable him to begin 
the project, including extension of run- 
ways for jet planes (1 Danish crown= 
US$0.145).—U. S. Embassy, Copen- 
hagen. 





A project for expansion of Malpensa 
Airport has been submitted to the Ital- 
ian Government. Plans call for a first- 
class international airport with two run- 
ways, one 3,000 meters and the other 
2,550 meters long. Construction is ex- 
pected to begin next spring. 

Milan also is planning a modest ex- 
pansion of Forlanini (Linate) Airport, 
but a group of industrialists has sub- 
mitted to the Government a project 
for greater expansion.—U. S. Consulate 
General, Milan. 





Pakistan International Airlines Cor- 
poration soon may seek a £15 million 
loan from the Central Government to 
cover a 5-year expansion program, the 
company has disclosed. 

It stated that negotiations are under 
way for the purchase of 2 additional 
Super Constellations for delivery by 
February next year; that PIA also is 
negotiating for the purchase of 5 Vis- 
counts to replace Convairs now used on 
internal routes; that the buying of 3 
turbojets by 1960 is under considera- 
tion and that the corporation plans to 
add 3 jets, at a cost of $4.5 million 
each, by 1962 (£1—US$2.80).—U, S. 
Embassy, Karachi, 





Two important nationalized French 
aircraft companies, Ouest Aviation and 
Sud-Est Aviation, have merged. The 








——, —_ 
new company, Sud-Aviation, wil} 
ploy 21,500 workers, 


France has another nationalizeq 
craft company, S.N.C.A.S.0., employi 
7,600 workers, and two private & 
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panies, Breguet and Dassault, 

8,000 workers each.—U. S. Embass About 3 

Paris. ted to 
tional 
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World Trade... 


(Continued from page 16) and the 
irrigation equipment. Also interesteg jp tt U.S. 
representing American firms reports. 
participate in large-scale developmen) The fai 
projects in Iran. Technical informatigg the ene! 
is desired regarding irrigation eqyin§ from 9 87 
ment. Scheduled to arrive the latter) Exhibit 
part of February, via New York, for a} pearly 3," 
4-week visit. U. S. address: ¢/o } tion as at 
Consulate General, 30 Rockefeller| countries- 
Plaza, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New| eco, th 
York; Washington; and Alhambra; nisia, an 
Calif. | pated off 
Italy The It 


Anselmo Dionisio, represen participa 
Serica, Piazzo Mirabello, 2, tian building, 
terested in exporting to the U pressive | 
States silk fabrics for men’s and wom) Althou 
en’s wearing apparel. Scheduled to an} patticipa 
rive February 27, via New York for a 1) Americar 
day visit. U. S. address: ¢/o Hotel St) fair, eit 
Moritz, 50 Central Park, New York) French s 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Los Angeles} dlice fu 
and San Francisco. engines, 


World Trade Directory report being apparatu 
prepared. 














stuffs wi 

Prof. Dr. Giuseppe Ferrero di Roceas} ucts dist 

ferrera (consultant). Via Bianca di Sa- C 
voia 28, Milan, is interested in visiting 

individuals and firms to study American Exhibi 

business techniques in firm manage modity 

ment, particularly applied to the cost of tion, an 

production, planning, and calculation of durable 

industrial costs. Was scheduled to a- industri 

rive February 11, via New York, fora ing; anc 

6-month visit. More 

U. S. address: c/o ¥.M.C.A., 420 Law | housed | 

ington Ave., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: ad 

New York; Boston; Pittsburgh; and | ™ str 

Syracuse, N. Y. needy 

househo 

‘ office m 

American exporters ios 

are urged to mark tary fb 

The f 

‘i informa 

United States j= 

° tacll ye 

of America elite 

cy e 

Teserva 

telegra: 

on external containers 

Ma 

of goods shipped abroad pig 

Bureau 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 4 1] Depart 

adopted July 30, 1953, suggests that 10 95 1 

such marking will help to publicise The 

American-made goods overseas. is sche 

14-30, 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 








lized \sitors to Marseille 
“lvadtvent Up by 100,000 


ate ¢ 
t 1.6 million persons were esti- 
ted to have attended the 32d Inter- 
tional Fair of Marseille, France, 
e r 15-October 1, an increase of 
some 100,000 over that of a year ago, 

















§) and the event was a complete success, 
rested jg) te U. S, Consulate General, Marseille, 
‘ishing reports. \ 

elopr The fairgrounds were open daily to 


soul the general pulbic without restriction 
m equing fom 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

@ latte! Exhibitors at the fair numbered 
rk, for aj nearly 3,500, about the same participa- 
> Iranian} tion as at the 1955 event. Eight foreign 

ller| countries—Hungary, Italy, Monaco, Mo- 
ry: Newi rocco, the Netherlands, Portugal, Tu- 
Jhambra;| nisia,, and Western Germany—partici- 
pated officially. 

The Italian exhibit, composed of 239 
participants and housed in a permanent 
building, was the largest and most im- 
pressive national presentation. 

Although the United States did not 

to ant participate officially, products of 40 
or a 15 American firms were exhibited at the 
fair, either through local agents or 
French subsidiary companies. Tractors, 
dfice furniture and machines, marine 
engines, refrigerators, washers and 
jroners, electrical and photographic 
apparatus, sewing machines, and food- 
stuffs were among the American prod- 
ucts displayed. 


Commodities in 6 Groups 


Exhibits were grouped in six com- 
modity sections: Agricultural, construc- 
tion, and mining equipment; consumer 
durable goods; food and wine industries; 
industrial equipment; textiles and cloth- 
ing; and books and stationery. 


More than half of the exhibitors were 
420 Lex | housed in the consumer durable goods 
‘inerary: section, which occupied several perma- 
gh; and nent structures and covered some 24,000 
square meters of display area. Included 
in this section was a wide range of 
household appliances and equipment, 
‘ Office machines and furniture, camping 
tquipment, boats, house trailers, motor- 
cycles and bicycles, plumbing and. sani- 
lary fixtures, and similar goods, 

The fair management maintained an 
information office, staffed by hostesses 
| ind interpreters, for the convenience 
of buyers and foreign visitors. Other 
facilities including banking and cur- 
tency exchange offices, travel and hotel 


Mservation booths, a post office, and a 
telegraph office. 


e cost of 
lation of 
d to ar- 
rk, for a 


ers Copies of the official catalog of the 
oad |) °%4 Marseille Fair are available on loan 

ftom the Trade Development Division, 
>. a au of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
S that 05 nt of Commerce, Washington 
iblicize meni 


The next Marseille International Fair 
need tentatively for September 
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20th Levant Fair Sets New Record 


The success of the 20th Levant Fair, at Bari, Italy, September 7-25, 
further solidified its position as the second most important international 
samples fair in Italy, the U. S. Consulate General at ‘Naples reports. 

Fair attendance, according to official reports, reached a new high 
of 1.8 million in 1956. The total number of exhibitors, domestic and 


foreign, also showed an increase—from 
6,340 in 1955 to 6,500 in 1956. 

Products of 196 American firms were 
among some 2,170 foreign exhibits 
representing 55 different countries. 
Among the U. S. products, most of 
which were exhibited by Italian agents, 
representatives, or subsidiaries of 
American manufacturers, were clothing, 
cosmetics, foodstuffs, X-ray equipment, 
office machines, photographic equip- 
ment, automotive products, agricultural 
machinery, and gas handling equipment. 

Twenty-three countries, including the 
United States which participated offi- 
cially for the second consecutive year, 
sponsored national exhibits at the 1956 
Levant Fair. Separate national pavilions 
housed official exhibits of Czechoslo- 
vakia, Western Germany, and the 
United States, the latter occupying a 
newly completed, semipermanent struc- 
ture strategically located in the area 
devoted to national displays. 


An important feature of U. S. Gov- 
ernment participation in the 1956 Levant 
Fair was the official trade mission’s 
3-week tour of southern Italy. Headed 
by John H. Kilby of the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, the 5-man mission 
held meetings with a total of 850 
businessmen in 8 cities prior to the 
opening of the fair. At the fair, the 
mission manned a Trade Information 
Center in the new American pavilion. 
The trade mission’s visit, well covered 
by the press, was reported to have 
contributed greatly to the over-all 
success of American participation. 


The official catalog of the 20th Levant 





Finnish Motor Exhibit 
Deferred Until ‘58 


The International Motor Exhi- 
bition, which was to be held in 
Helsinki, Finland, May 10-19, has 
been postponed until 1958, the 
U. S. Embassy reports. 

As a result, the country’s only 
major international trade exhibi- 
tion for this year is the Finnish 
Industries Fair which will be 
staged March 22-31. In addition, 
the Finnish Heating, Air-Condi- 
tioning, and Plumbing Equipment 
Exhibition, in which participation 
by Finnish agents and representa- 
tives of foreign firms will be 
permitted, is scheduled at Hel- 
sinki, November 1-10. 














Fair, containing a map of the fair- 
grounds, the fair regulations, an index 
of products exhibited, and a list of 
exhibitors, is available on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 


The 2ist International Levant Fair 
will be held September 7-25, 1957, 





Dominicans Inaugurate 
Livestock Showplace 


“Livestock City,” a permanent ex- 
hibition facility constructed by the 
Dominican Republic Government at a 
reported cost of $3.5 million, was in- 
augurated in conjunction with the open- 
ing of the Second International Live- 
stock Fair at Ciudad Trujillo, Janu- 
ary 10. 


It occupies an area of 266,000 square 
meters, with some 40 prefabricated 
steel structures and cement block build- 
ings, offices, restaurant, and a stadium 
with a capacity of 5,000 people. The 
livestock exhibition buildings are mod- 
ern in design and for the most part 
contain feeding and watering equip- 
ment of American manufacture. The 
“city” is located about 4 miles from the 
center of Ciudad Trujillo. 


At the Livestock fair, which closed 
January 20 and is scheduled to become 
an annual event in the future, 1,838 
head of cattle—horses, hogs, sheep, and 
goats, and some 1,200 poultry, were ex- 
hibited. Countries participating in the 
fair included the United States, Canada, 
Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Dominican 
Republic. 


A typical American rodeo, with 
American and Cuban cowboys and trick 
riders, was staged at the fair. 


A total of $213,325 was offered by the 
Government as prize money for win- 
ning participants in the various live- 
stock competitions. Moreover, to en- 
courage U. S. and Canadian participa- 
tion, the Dominican Government of- 
fered free transportation for animals 
from Montreal and Miami and free 
round trip air passage for exhibitors. 


Copies of the regulations and bylaws 
of the International Livestock Fair are 
available on loan from the Trade Devel- 
opment Division, Bureau of Foréign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C, 
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Mexico Stages International Exposition 


Reflecting Economic Advances of Sonora 


A one-time exhibition, sponsored by the Sonora State government, 
Mexico, will be held in the city of Hermosillo, November 3-December 8, 
and will depict the economic progress of the State, reported to be one 
of the most prosperous in that country, the U. S. Embassy at Mexico 


City has announced. 


Sonora on the March- Exposition and 
Fair also is intended to promote interest 
in the Sonora market among both 
Mexican and foreign industries that 
may be potential purchasers of prod- 
ucts of the region, suppliers of goods 
needed by Sonora, or investors in indus- 
try or agriculture in that State. 

Present plans, however, go beyond 
these basic objectives. The sponsors 
hope not only to bring together a cross 
section of Mexican business and indus- 
try, but to include in the fair foreign 
country participation. Thus, the Sonora 
exhibition is expected to be the most 
important international trade fair ever 
held in Mexico. 


Facilities Under Way 

The fair will be established on the 
grounds and in the buildings of the 
University of Sonora where construc- 
tion of new university facilities is 
under way. The promoters have been 
assured that construction will be com- 
pleted in time for the opening of the 
exposition, despite local observations 
that it will be a difficult task. 

Hotel facilities at Hermosillo are 
extremely limited, but authorities are 
appealing to local residents to make 
rooms available during the fair, and 
a housing committee will assist exhibi- 
tors and visitors to find accommoda- 
tions. Persons planning to attend the 
fair are urged to arrange for accom- 
modations well in advance. 


Fair authorities hope that U. S. busi- 
ness and industry will be represented. 
To encourage foreign participation, the 
Mexican Government reportedly has 
agreed to permit duty-free import of 
all products to be exhibited. Arrange- 
ments also will be made for import in 
bond of goods intended for sale at the 
fair, with the provision that duties will 
be payable only on the products actual- 
ly sold. 

A brochure entitled La Maravilla 
1957, which describes in detail plans 
for the exhibition, facilities available, 
and costs of display space, and contains 
a map of the fairgrounds and location 
of exhibition stands, is available on 
loan from the Trade Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or from any of its 
Field Offices. 

Inquiries may be directed to Mr. 
Alberto J. Rolland, Exposicion y Feria, 
SONORA EN MARCHA, Providencia 
No. 3-B decimo piso, Mexico, D, F., 
Mexico, 
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Swiss Industries Fair To 
Show Only National Items 


The 41st Swiss Industries Fair sched- 
uled in Basel, Switzerland, April 27- 
May 7, will exclude foreign exhibitor 
participation as in the past. 


Exhibits will comprise about 2,300 
displays, divided into 17 commodity and 
service groups, intended to provide a 
comprehensive picture of Switzerland’s 
industrial production and will occupy a 
total exhibition area of 1.3 million 
square feet. Displays featuring goods 
for export will include watches, tex- 
tiles, textile machinery, and products of 
the engineering and electrical indus- 
tries. 


A foreign visitors’ office will be open 
daily from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Foreign busi- 
nessmen having an identity card will 
receive a special badge which will 
entitle them to free admission. 


Identity cards and copies of the fair 
prospectus and catalog may be ob- 
tained from the Swiss Legation, the 
Swiss consulates, chambers~ of com- 
merce, and the Swiss tourist and travel 
offices in the United States. 


Turin Even Postponed 


The Seventh International Technical 
Exposition now is scheduled for Sep- 
tember 26-October 6 in Turin, Italy, 
instead of September 21-October 6, as 
previously reported, 





The former announcement appeared 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, February 
11, page 22. 


84 U. S. Firms Exhibit 





In Italian Samples Fair 


Products of 84 American firms we 


among the non-Italian goods exhibiteal) 
the Ninth International Sampics 


at 
Fair held at Bolzano, Italy, Septempbes 
15-30, 1956. 

Although household electrical app 


ances were the predominant U, §, 
cles displayed, other American prod 
included medical instruments, autom 
bile parts and accessories, prese 
fruits and fruit juices, firearms, fish 
tackle, metal furniture and office ma. 
chines, plastics, toilet articles and op. 
metics, X-ray machines, and mechanical 
toys. 

An additional 461 non-Italian exhibity 
represented 15 countries—Austria, Bel. 
gium, Canada, East Germany, France 
Hungary, Japan, Liechtenstein, the 
Netherlands, Portugal, San 
Sweden, Switzerland, U. S. 8. R, and 
the United Kingdom. Austria and West 
Germany participated officially with 
Government exhibits. 

Commodities of principal interest at 
the fair were agricultural machinery 
and implements, machine tools, wook 
working machinery, hotel equipment, do 
mestic electrical appliances, and house 


. 
' 


hold and office furniture. Total gale?- 


were estimated at US$13.6 million about 
half of which was transacted by foreign 
exhibitors. 


Fair attendance totaled 307,000, ¢on- 
pared with 281,000 visitors in 19%, 
according to the fair officials. Some 28% 
000 foreign visitors, primarily from 
Austria and Germany, were among 
those in attendance. 

The 10th Bolzano Samples Fair is 
scheduled for September 20-30, 1957. 

Copies of the official catalog of the 
1956 Bolzano Fair are available on loan 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U, & 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 





American Business .. . 


(Continued from page 8) 
businessmen have become acquainted— 
most of them for the first time—with 
American trade publications, 


Prominently displayed in reading 
rooms set up in U. S. trade information 
centers at international trade fairs 
abroad, the publications are convenient- 
ly accessible for reference use by the 
trade missions and their foreign busi- 
ness visitors. To the foreign business- 
men, they are an amazing new source 
of trade information. To trade mission 
members, they are indispensable . tools 
in answering business inquiries ranging 
from requests for the names of U. S. 
manufacturers of specific products to 


queries about U. S. business methods. 

Advertisers in the publications on e# 
hibit obtain new markets for their proé 
ucts and services, or locate new sourced 
of supply, and international trade gall 
ers new momentum. Meanwhile, the 
contributing publishers are gaining new 
subscribers and advertisers, with th 
promise of further trade expansion. 

Usually the libraries remain inyt 
host country after the trade fair closes 
for year-around use in trade promotion, 
Mr. Macy pointed out. Most of thet 
braries are given to U. S. embassies 0 
consulates, but some go to foreign g&* 
ernments or chambers of commerce. 
every foreign country, the U. S. For 
eign Service stands ready to assist busi: 
nessmen interested in trade with & 
United States. 
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Fa Htalian Jewelry Group 
rms Issues Catalog 
| exhibi Consorzio Orafi Associati, a co- 
Ss ative composed of a_ small 
Sept number of gold and jewelry arti- 
I in the town of Valenza Po, 
leal appli, my, has issued a catalog of high- 
U. 8, arti: ‘quality gold and silver jewelry, de- 
n prod signed to interest U. S. importers. 
b aut Tilustrated in the catalog is the 
prese production of a few artisan pro- 
ms, prieters, usually of a family char- 
office ma. ‘acter, who employ only a few 
§ and co} |) workers, many of whom are ap- 
nechanical prentices. 
A copy of the catalog is avail- 
in exhibits} able for review on loan from the 
stria, Be. |} Trade Development Division, Bu- 
y, France, reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
tein, — the Department of Commerce, Wash- 
_ Marino,} |: ington 25, D. C. 
3. R., and Inquiries should be addressed to 
and West] }-Avv, Giovanni Spantigati, Piazza 
ally with della Lega 4, Alessandria, Italy. 
nterest ‘at 
machi 
Is, wood Refrigerator Cars... 
pment, do- (Continued from page 10) 
ind houses § sioner, 1145 19th Street NW., Wash- 
Otal sales }- ington 6, D. C. 
lion about} Tenders should be in UV. S. dollars 
by foreign | fas. U. S. port of shipment. Delivery 
dates quoted by manufacturers are to 
000, ¢om- | b¢ @ main consideration in awarding 
in 1955, { this contract.* 
Some 2: | Philippines 
‘ily from Furnishing and delivering 6 radial 
@ among} gates and 6 radial gate hoists for the 
spillway structure, Agno River No. 2 
} Pair is | hydroelectric project (Binga), Moun- 
0, 1957. | tain Province, Luzon; bids invited until 
og of the} March 15 by the National Power Cor- 
le on loan} poration, 161 Bonifacio Drive, Port 
Division, | Area, Manila.* 
me & | Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Fed. of 
aa: Distribution boxes, terminal, 10 pairs, 
unprotected, for pole mounting, 1,000 
wits; bids invited until March 1 by 
rethods. | the Ministry of Posts, Federation of 
ng On.@% | Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Salisbury, 
heir pro } Southern Rhodesia.* 
w sources 
ade gath- Thailand 
hile, the Simple turnouts 1:10, 115 sets—hand 
ining new | Perated—complete with necessary filler 
with the} "ils; and 7 sets fixed crossing 1:10 
rsion. complete with necessary filler rails; 
n in the} bids invited until March 28 by the 
ir closes | Stores Division, Thai State Railway 
romotion, Organization, Bangkok. Copies of the 
of the l- § SPecification may be purchased for $16 
yassies orf 8th through that authority.* 
eign g0% | Union of South Africa 
meee Two-phase electric motor, 300-hp., 
| ist busi 2,200-volt, and associated ° starting 
pa the equipment; bids invited until February 
with by the Electricity Department of 
the City of Cape Town.* 
) Weel) February 18, 1957 





cal Books 
" Reports 


The Chemical Industry in Europe. Paris, 
France. Organization for European 
Economic Cooperation, December 
1956. 211 pp. $2.50. 

This third annual report of the chem- 
ical industry in OEEC member coun- 
tries is made up of a series of detailed 
studies for the calendar year 1955 and 
the first 6 months of 1956. 


The report is in 3 parts. Part 1 gives 
a general survey of the trends of the 
chemical industry for OEEC countries 
as a whole. Part 2 discusses” trends in 
each member country; and part 3 
contains 8 studies on various sectors 
of the industry and on sulfurous mate- 
rials, 

Eight statistical annexes complete the 
report. 

The survey may be obtained from 
the OEEC Publication Office, 2000 P 
Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 


European Payments Union, Financial 
Year 1955-56. Paris, France. Organi- 
zation For European Economic Co- 
operation, September 1956. 81 pp. $1. 
This sixth annual report covering 

fiscal 1956 shows that the period under 

study marked economic expansion for 


most OEEC member countries, accom-. 


panied by a risk of inflation for some. 


General economic expansion and fur- 
ther steps toward liberalization of 
trade led to increased commerce be- 
tween member countries and oversea 
territories. Dollar imports accounted 
for 42 percent of OEEC country im- 
ports from nonmember countries, com- 
pared with 39 percent in 1954-55; while 
OEEC exports to the dollar area in- 
creased by 25 percent in current value. 


Numerous _ statistical tables and 
graphs show trade between member 
and nonmember countries, net deficits 
or surpluses, 1955-56, movement of 
credit, and bilateral financial positions 
of member countries. 

The report is available from the 
OEEC Publications Office, 2000 P Street 
NW., Washington 6, D. C. ' 


U. S. Agricultural Exports in Historical 
Perspective. Washington, D. C. U. 8. 
Department of Agriculture, Febru- 
ary 1956. 24 pp. 

Problems and opportunities for sales 
of U. S. agricultural products in chang- 
ing world markets are shown in this 
statistical review of fiscal 1956 and 
comparable years. 

The report states that agricultural 
exports reached $3.96 billion in fiscal 
1956, 41 percent above the 32-year 
average of $2.8 billion. Exports of 


grains and feeds, livestock products, 
vegetable oils and oilseeds, and fruits 
and vegetables have expanded consider- 
ably over the level of the late 1920's. 
Tobacco exports have been at the same 
level, although they increased sharply 
in 1956, while cotton exports are con- 
siderably lower. 


The review is available upon request 
from the Foreign Agricultural Service, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


Belgian Congo-American Survey, 1956- 
57. New York. Belgian Chamber of 
Commerce in the United States, Inc. 
160 pp. $2. 

This survey covers the social prob- 
lems as well as the mineral and agricul- 
tural resources, transportation facilities 
consisting of railroads, waterways, 
roads, and airlines, the harnessing of 
water power, and the rapid expansion 
of industry in the Belgian Congo. 

Features include sections on economic 
legislation, special regulations on im- 
ports and exports, taxes, org&nization 
of corporations, a list of commercial 
enterprises in the Belgian Congo and 
Ruanda-Urundi,™ and information on 
travel and the national parks. 


Illustrated with pictures and maps, 
the publication serves as a reference 
guide for businessmen engaged in trade 
between the United States and the Bel- 
gian Congo. 

Copies may be purchased from the 
Counselor for Belgian Congo Affairs, 
Belgian Embassy, 3330 Garfield Street, 
NW., Washington 8, D. C. 


World Fur Study. Washington, D. O. 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 1956. 
32 pp. 

Fur industries of the world have ad- 
vanced perceptibly since 1953, according 
to this pamphlet prepared by the Busi- 
ness and Defense Services Administra- 
tion. 

Freer movement of goods between 
countries, greater availability of for- 
eign exchange, and a generally rising 
standard of living have contributed to 
increased trade in furs. 

The pamphlet covers production, con- 
sumption, and foreign trade in raw and 
dressed furs in 17 principal fur-produe- 
ing and fur-trading countries. Data for 
each country show the principal types 
of furs processed and the value of the 
country’s exports and imports, by coun- 
try, for the period 1953-1955. 

Countries covered in the survey in- 
clude: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Den- 
mark, Finland, France, Western Ger- 
many, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Switz- 
erland, Turkey, Union of South Africa, 
and the United Kingdom. 

Copies of the pamphlet may be ob- 
tained from the U. S. Department of 
Commerce, or any of its -Field Offices, 
for 20 cents. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





'56 Fur Auctions in Denmark Bring Lower 
Prices; Exports at Preceding Year's Level 


Danish fur auctions in December brought lower prices than 
those of December 1955. The percentage of pelts sold also fell. 

Exports, despite the sales decline, held up well for the period 

January-November 1956 totaling 33,067,000 crowns, down by only 213 


crowns from the 1955 figure. Exports to the U. S. market | alone were 
29,139,000 crowns and 23,302,000 crowns, — 


respectively. 
Dansk Pelsdyravl, 


ster current prices and quality levels 
by placing only the very best skins on 
the market, because “a small produc- 
tion of better skins is easier to sell than 
the mass-produced skins that character- 


Official publication 
of the Danish Fur Breeders’ Associa- 
tion, appealed to Scandinavian fur 


breeders to reduce by 20 percent the 
number of breeding animals in 1957. 
The article, signed by the Fur Breeders’ 
Association of Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, and Finland, expressed the 
hope that such a reduction would bol- 


ize the industry in all mink producing 
countries. 

Prices obtained for furs auctioned on 
December 12-13, 1956, with the cor- 
responding 1955 figures, are shown in 
Danish crowns (1 crown=US$0.145): 





Iraq Awards Contrac# 
For Cables 


A contract for the supply of 
steel-cored aluminum cables for 
the Northern Iraq _ Electrica} 
System in the amount of 405,683 
Iraqi dinars has been awarded tg 
the Swedish firm Swenska Met. 
tallverken A/B, Vasteras, Swedey 
(1 Iraqi dinar=USS$2.80). 

The Swedish firm is represented 
in Iraq by Autoworks, Ltd., Ras. 
hid Street, Baghdad. 

This project was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Sep 
tember 10, 1956, page 14. 








Standard mink Pastels Silverblue 
1956 Males Females Males Females Males ~*~“ Femaiee 
Maximum Price® nvccccccccccccseecceees 168 75 210 110 205 108 
Average price: 
Ist quality .... wee 125 60 178 97 156 84 
2d quality ....... Satieleecediliases ae 52 162 84 144 81 
FO Ea 45 128 62 118 58 
All grades “ . 115 55 168 78 146 61 
Percentage sold ............ end ae 33 56 58 34 76 
Sapphire White mink Black crose 
Maximum price ............. 240 315 175 
em a sieieeesbanenteemntiinimmttnentiatidenniiadees we 156 175 126 
ercentage sold ................. ‘ ‘ 175 96 100 
Standard mink Pastels Silverblue 
1955 Males “Females Males Females Males ~~ Females 
Maximum Price® ....cccccccccessereees 215 112 295 168 265 152 
Average price 
po ES 7 250 150 182 113 
Ge SEED “crttsnctanecees 139 80 228 137 166 103 
8d quality ... 103 65 167 103 150 89 
All grades ; oi 81 234 140 77 106 
Percentage 801d ...ccccccccccccn 38 91 Yn 99 85 90 
Sapphire White mink Black crose 
BRAXimMUM PICO ~......ccrccccccessossesese 325 370 155 
Average price orem 146 148 103 
. Percentage s¢ sold . : 69 70 100 








W. German Photo Equipment Up 17.6 Percent 


Production of photographic, projec- 
tion, and motion-picture equipment by 
the Federal Republic of Germany in the 
first half of 1956 totaled 281,289,000 
German marks, an increase of 17.6 per- 
cent over the amount for the 1955 
period, the Business and Defense Serv- 
ices Administration, U. S. Department 
of Commerce has reported. 


Still-picture camera  production— 
other special cameras—Western 
Germany's leading production item, to- 
taled 1,636,267 cameras, valued at 131,- 
995,000 marks, compared with 1,569,774 
cameras, valued at 118,197,000 marks 
for the corresponding period in 1953 
(1 mark =US$0.238). 

West German Production of Photographic, Projection, and 

Motion-Picture Equipment, First Half of 1955 and 1956 


than 





1955 1956 
Number 1,000 marks Number 1,000 marke 
Lenses for photographic and 
projection equipment oo... ccs 1,562,000 29,198 1,133,000 85,674 
echnical and scientific cameras 2.770 1,881 2,501 1,897 
Sthor still-picture cameras 1,569,774 118,197 1,636,267 131,996 
mera bodies without lemses 2.0.0.0... ccccceeee 15,866 3,566 21,592 4,319 
Photographic auxiliary and 
supplementary apparatus % 7 565,954 3,191 683,652 4,937 
Photographic duplicating apparatus | ke 9,736 3,486 11,090 4,083 
Slide projectors and viewers —_ 58,477 5,422 60,741 5,836 
Enlargers, reducers and adapter ...... 19,694 3,247 18,400 3,703 
ON Se Eee eae 693 4,682 93: 5,963 
16 mm. and 8 mm. projectors ..... 4 27,859 2,517 24,173 3,586 
All other photographic and motion- -picture 
equipment, accessories, and supplies . 63,915 79,296 
Total ......... as oe 281,280 


Source: Die “Industrie der Bundes Republik Deutse hland, Tiel 8. 
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New Marble Finishing Mill - 
To Be Set Up in Pakistan 


The Pakistan Industrial Mining Sym 
dicate of Karachi has undertaken the 
establishment of the first marble finish- 
ing mill in Asia, the U. S. Embassy at 
Karachi reports. 

The mill, to be located at Karachi 
will go into production this year wher 
all the equipment has been installed, 
When in full production, the mill is 
expected to produce finished marble 
and marble blocks to an estimated vale 
of 10 million rupees, or US$2.1 million 
annually. The major part is expected 
to be exported to Western markets 
principally the United Kingdom, 

The mill will utilize raw material 
obtainable from marble mines in the 
Chagai District of the Kalat Division 
in West Pakistan. Deposits there te 
portedly are estimated at 1 million tons, 
which will be sufficient for a continuow 
30-year supply. 


India Spurs Trade in Pepper 


The newly formed India Pepper ané 
Spice Trade Association of Cochin ha 
been granted by the Indian Goverm 
ment a 3-year license to conduct for 
ward trade in pepper. 

This action, inaugurated on January 
15, is expected to help stabilize the Ir 
dian pepper trade, which is facing keen 
competition from Indonesia and Sat 
wak in the world market. 

The United States is the major pub 
chaser of India’s pepper. 





The Chilean onion trade is expecting 
a good season this year as weathe 
in major producing areas tended to 
dry prior to the February harvett 
season. Rain during the 1956 harvest 
caused a crop loss of approximately 3 
percent, the Foreign Agricultural Set 
ice reports. 
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vestments Guaranteed 
lgainst War Damage 


A new program to protect American 
investments abroad against losses from 
war damage has been announced byfthe 
{international Cooperation Administra- 


tion. 

The new war risk coverage is an ex- 
tension of ICA’s Investment Guaranty 
Program, which since 1948 has offered 
two other types of protection to U. S. 
investors in a growing list of countries 
of the free world—insurance against 
losses due to expropriation and against 
inconvertibility of foreign currency. 

The addition of war damage guaran- 
ties to the ICA program has been a 
subject of discussion by the Executive 
Branch and by Congress for some 6 
years and was authorized by amend- 
ment to the Mutual Security Act ap- 
proved July 18, 1956. 

These guaranties against war damage 
losses will be available when the neces- 
sary agreements are in effect between 
the United States and the appropriate 
foreign governments. Preliminary dis- 
cussions have been initiated to develop 
such agreements. 

ICA offers guaranties to U. S. firms 
or individuals in order to encourage new 
productive investment in other coun- 
tries of the free world and thus help to 
strengthen their economies and their 
security. U.S. investment provides not 
only capital funds, but also the techni- 
cal and managerial skills and the pro- 
gressive spirit of U. S. private enter- 
prise that accompany most oversea in- 
vestment. 

Guaranties against expropriation loss 
and inconvertibility are available for in- 
vestments in some 30 countries. Pros- 
pective oversea investors may obtain 
further information on any of the three 
types of coverage from the Chief, In- 
vestment Guaranties Staff, Internation- 
al Cooperation Administration, 806 Con- 
9 Avenue, NW, Washington 25, 
re 


Whisky Industry, Imports 
Will Be Investigated 


Institution of an investigation of the 
whisky industry, under section 332 of 
the Tariff Act, has been announced by 
the Tariff Commission, pursuant to a 
tesolution of the Senate Committee on 
Finance; February 6. 

The Senate resolution directs the 
Commission to report the facts affect- 
ing the relative competitive position of 
foreign-owned and domestically owned 
whisky distilleries, including the impact 
of trade practices, methods of distribu- 


tion, and imports on American owned 
distilleries, 


February 18, 1957 
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Hearing Set for Renegotiation of 
Canadian Concession on Potatoes 


Public hearings on U. S. participation in tariff negotiations arising 
from Canada’s desire to increase its duty rate on potatoes under 
its tariff concession will be held by the Committee for Reciprocity In- 


formation. 


The Canadian trade agreement concession on potatoes was initially 


negotiated with the United States with- 
in the framework of the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 


Interested persons are invited to sub-. 


mit their views on the anticipated effect 
on U. S. trade of modification of this 
concession on potatoes, or with regard 
to products on which the United States 
might request new or further tariff con- 
cessions from Canada as compensation to 
the United States for such modification 
of the Canadian concession. Views also 
may be submitted on possible upward 
modification, or withdrawal, of U. S. 
tariff concessions including the conces- 
sions on potatoes. 


Should the United States increase a 
most-favored-nation rate provided for in 
its schedule to GATT, such modification 
might involve a change also of the rate 
or of the margin of preference applic- 
able to the like product of Cuba, -other 
than the modification of a rate nego- 
tiated with Cuba. In that event it might 





Revisions Proposed 
In Schedule B 


A reduction in the number of 
Schedule B export commodity 
classifications, to be effective Jan- 
uary 1, 1958, is proposed by the 
Bureau of the Census. 

A notice suggesting combina- 
tions of about 1,100 commodity 
classifications has been sent to 
users of export statistics reports 
—trade asSociations, trade publi- 
cations, local chambers of com- 
merce, and others—a limited sup- 
ply of which is available upon 
request to the Bureau of the Cen- 
sus, Washington 25, D. C. 


Requests for separate retention 
of the Schedule B classifications 
proposed for combination should 
be sent to Census by March 8, 
1957. 

This proposal is part of the 
general revision of Schedule B to 
be effective in January 1958. 
Users of the statistics who wish 
to recommend other. changes in 
Schedule B, including new classifi- 
cations, should send such recom- 
mendations to the Census Bureau 
by March 1, . 














become necessary to engage in further 
negotiations with Cuba, possibly com- 
bined with other pending tariff negotia- 
tions with that country. 

The VU. S. Tariff Commission is not 
holding “peril point” hearings since no 
decrease will be made in U. S. duty 
rates on potatoes. 

No concession involving reduction in 
duties or other import restrictions of 
the United States, or binding of exist- 
ing customs or excise treatment of an 
article will be granted by the United 
States pursuant to this notice. 


Hearings Open March 6 

Hearings before the Committee for 
Reciprocity Information will open on 
March 6 at 10 a.m. Applications for oral 
presentation of views and information 
should be presented to the Committee 
not later than February 27. Persons 
desiring to be heard should also submit 
written briefs or statements to the 
Committee for Reciprocity Information 
by February 27. Only those persons will 
be heard who presented written briefs 
or statements and filed applications to 
be heard by the date indicated. Persons 
who do not desire to be heard may 
sent written statements until March 6. 

Communications should be addressed 
to: Committee for Reciprocity Informa- 
tion, Tariff Commission Building, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


Fifteen copies of written statements 
either typed, printed, or duplicated 
shall be submitted, of which one copy 
shall be sworn to. 

Written statements submitted to th 
Committee, except information an 
business data proffered in confidence, 
shall be open to inspection by inter- 
ested persons. Information and business 
data proffered in confidence shall be 
submitted on separate pages clearly 
marked “For Official Use Only of Com- 
mittee for Reciprocity Information.” 





Thailand’s 1956 rice crop, harvested 
principally in December, was possibly 
the largest on record, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. * - 

At least 1.5 million metric tons are 
expected to be available for export in 
1957. 

All rice for export this year will be 
from the new harvest, since stocks from 
previous crops virtually were depleted 
at the end of 1956. 


27 








_ UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
DIVISION OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 





OFFICIAL BUSINESS 


U. $. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE To 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $306 
(GPO) 


First-Class Mail 





Canned Tuna Tariff 
Quota Set for 1957 


A total of 45.46 million pounds of 
canned ‘tuna in brine may be entered 
or, withdrawn for consumption during 
the calendar year 1957 at the rate of 
12% percent ad valorem, under para- 
graph 718(b) of the Tariff Act, as modi- 
fied, and any imports in excess of that 
quota will be dutiable at the full rate 
of 25 percent, the Bureau of Customs 
announced on February 4. 


Increase Automatic 

This announcement is based upon the 
Presidential proclamation of last March, 
following the withdrawal of tuna canned 
in brine from its unintended coverage 
by the 1943 trade agreement with Ice- 
land. , 

The proclamation provides that the 
duty on imports of tuna in that 
condition shall automatically increase 
to the full rate whenever in any year 
such imports exceed 20 percent of the 
U. S. pack of canned tuna of all vari- 
eties in the preceding year. 

The tariff quota is based upon the in- 
dicated U. S. pack for the year 1956 as 
reported by the Fish and Wildlife Serv- 
ice on the basis of preliminary data; it 
is subject to possible change on the 
basis of complete data. 





Mexican Importer Denied 
U. S. Export Privileges 


Jaime Ginard and his import firm, 
Compania Comercial Colon, S. A., of 
Mexico City, Mexico, have been denied 
U. S. export privileges for 2 months be- 
cause of export control violations, the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce has an- 
nounced. 

BFC said the violations involved un- 
authorized diversion and end use of a 
large quantity of steel rails shipped 
from the United States to Mexico in 
1951. 

Ginard had obtained the rails under 
an export license issued to his U. S. 
supplier which named Compania Com- 
mercial Colon as the ultimate consignee 
and the end use as relaying—the only 
purpose for which BFC would authorize 
exports of such material at that time. 
Subsequent investigation disclosed, how- 
ever, that Ginard sold the rails for re- 
rolling to a Mexican rolling mill not 
named in the license. Ginard, with the 


connivance of his American supplier, 
had planned the illegal diversion even 
before the license was granted. 


The U. S. exporter was denied U. 8S. 
export privileges under a previous or- 
der. 

The denial order, effective January 
30, prohibits Ginard and his firm, and 
any other person or firm with whom 
they may be related by ownership, 
control, or position of responsibility, 
from receiving or otherwise participat- 
ing in U. S. exports, either directly or 
indirectly: It further states that no ex- 
port transaction or related service in- 
volving U. S. goods may be performed 
for them by any person or firm without 
prior BFC approval. 





Hearing Seton Bicycles 


April 9 has been set by the Tariff 
Commission as the opening day for the 
public hearing on imports of bicycles 
under the new “escape clause” investi- 
gation which it instituted recently. 

Those desiring to appear should no- 
tify the Secretary of the Commission in 
writing at least 3 days in advance. 





Canadian cotton consumption in Sep- 
tember 1956 amounted to 30,000 bales 
of 500 pounds gross, a decline of 6 per- 
cent from August consumption of 32,000 
bales, and 12 percent below consump- 
tion of 34,000 bales in September 1955, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 


——— 


Date Imports Not 
To Be Restricted 


No recommendation for the imposi. 
tion of import restrictions on dates will 
be made by the Tariff Commission, » 
a result of its investigation on that 
commodity under section 22 of the Ag 
ricultural Adjustment Act, the Commis. 
sion reported to the President om 
February 5. 

The President had directed the Com. 
mission to make this study last October, 
upon the request of the Department of 
Agriculture, to determine whether dates 
are practically certain to be imported 
during the 1956-57 crop year under such 
conditions and in such quantities “ag to 
materially interfere with the Federal 
date marketing-order program and the 
Department of Agriculture program for 
the diversion of dates to new uses, or to 
reduce substantially the amount of 
products processed in the United States 


from domestic dates with respect to. 


which such programs are being under- 
taken.” 

The Commission's findings indicate 
that substantially all the dates that ar 
expected to be imported during the 
1956-57 crop year have entered already; 
therefore, the imposition of additional 
import restrictions at this late date 
would have little, if any, effect on the 
total volume of imports during the rest 
of the year. 
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